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Editor’s
Note

As the season of Easter arrives, it brings with it a message
that resonates deeply with the agricultural heart of South
Africa: renewal, resilience, and hope. Across our fields and
farmlands, these themes are not abstract ideals but lived
realities. Every planting season is an act of faith; every
harvest, a testament to perseverance.

Easter reminds us that even after the harshest of winters—whether
literal or economic—new life is possible. For South African farmers,
this truth is particularly poignant. The past year has tested our sector
with unpredictable weather patterns, rising input costs, and ongoing
challenges in infrastructure and market access. Yet, time and again,
our agricultural community has demonstrated remarkable strength.

In this spirit of renewal, Easter offers an opportunity to pause and
reflect—not only on the challenges we face, but also on the progress
we continue to make. From innovative farming practices and
sustainable water use to the growing role of young farmers entering
the sector, there are clear signs that agriculture in our country is
evolving with purpose.

It is also a time to acknowledge the people behind the produce: the
farm workers, families, and communities whose dedication ensures
food security for millions. Their work, often unseen, is the backbone
of our nation.

As we move forward into the next season, may this Easter inspire a
renewed commitment to collaboration, sustainability, and growth. Let
us continue to support one another, share knowledge, and invest in
the future of South African agriculture.

From all of us at the magazine, we wish you a peaceful Easter and
a season filled with promise. May your lands be fertile, your efforts
rewarded, and your hope continually renewed.

With gratitude and expectation,
The Editor

FARMhere 3



-nwc message of
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From the earliest records of human history, people
have tended flocks, counted what was entrusted
to them, and carried the responsibility of care.
Scripture reflects the same pattern of life:

“The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He
lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside
peaceful streams.” (Psalm 23:1-2, NLT)

Shepherds watched, protected, and guided what
depended on them. Yet even with diligence, loss and
brokenness were part of that world. This has not
changed:

“Here on earth you will have many trials and
sorrows.” (John 16:33, NLT)

Into that same reality—uncertain, fragile, and often
marked by loss—the message of Easter was given.
It is not a message of perfection or a life without
hardship, but one of restoration according to God's
promise:

“He heals the brokenhearted and bandages their
wounds.” (Psalm 147:3, NLT)

The foundation of Easter is found in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ:
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“He was handed over to die because of our sins, and
he was raised to life to make us right with God.”
(Romans 4:25, NLT)

What appeared finished was not the end:

“Then the angel spoke to the women. ‘Don’t be
afraid!” he said. ‘I know you are looking for Jesus,
who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from
the dead, just as he said would happen.” (Matthew
28:5-6, NLT)

This restoration is not temporary, but enduring:

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! It is by his great mercy that we have been
born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from
the dead. Now we live with great expectation.” (1
Peter 1:3, NLT)

In a world where things fall apart, Scripture declares
that restoration remains possible through Christ:

“And this hope will not lead to disappointment.”
(Romans 5:5, NLT)

This is the message of Easter—unchanged,
enduring, and established in God’s Word.



Bloem Show - Facts at
a Glance

Bloem Show will take
place from 23 April to

2 May 2026, promising
ten days of unforgettable
entertainment, exhibitions,
and family fun. The theme

for this year’s Bloem
Show is ‘Beach party’,
bringing colour, energy,
and celebration to Central

South Africa’s biggest

event. ol -
Below are some key facts and food and accessories store Special Offers & Ticketing
highlights of Bloem Show 2026: and a world record attempt

+ Early bird savings on FunFair
tickets available until 22 April at
17:00

— R500 discount on funfair
tickets: pay R750 instead of
R1,250 for 50 tickets

Bloem Show is the only show to donate the most dog food

in South Africa that combines within 24 hours (1-2 May
agriculture and commercial 2026)
activities on such a large scale and  Large exhibitions include the South
proudly celebrates 143 years in the  African Police Service, government
exhibition industry this year. organisations, agricultural displays,
. More than 100,000 visitors over ©utdoor vehicle exhibitions, and - R50 discount on unlimited
10 days approximately 60 food stalls
offering a wide variety of cuisine.
+ 350+ quality exhibitors

- Four large exhibition halls,each ~ Key Attractions

with a unique focus area: + Rooms on View exhibition
— Protea Hall — Home décor showcasing fully furnished living
furniture and Rooms on View spaces by décor, furniture and

latest décor trends.
— Daisy Hall — Clothing,

accessories, hair & beauty, and * Gift Shop located in the
the Gift Shop frontback of the Lily Hall,

_ offering quality gifts with on
— Tulip Hall = Checkers outdoor
area with Motus motor + Santam Media Centre, providing

exhibition a comfortable workspace for

. journalists and media
— Lily Hall — Technology, eco-

friendly products, DIY, outdoor A funfair with 33 rides — with
and robotics large and exciting rides and is

one of the main attractions at

— Rose Hall — Checkers pets the Bloem Show.
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funfair rides on 28 or 29 April
— R400 per day

» Unlimited funfair rides at R450
per person on 28 or 29 April

+ Half-price Day on 28 April

+ Tickets available at Computicket
outlets, online, and via the Bloem
Show website

+ Students can joint the Big Sky
shuttle on 2 May free of charge.
Departing 15h00 and 18h00 from
UFS via CUT to Bloem Show.
Departure from Bloem Show
22h00 and 23h00.

Entertainment Highlights

Enjoy top-class entertainment with
more than 20 national and local
artists performing over the 10-day
event, including:

Elof, Brenden Peyper, Jakkals
Vibes, Elandré, Demi Lee Moore,
Prime Circle, Marno van der Merwe,
Ricus Nel, Snotkop, Xduppy and
Justin 99 with local lineup.

Additional highlights include:

+ Spinning with Team Siya — 2
May at 19:00 (MTN MoMo Main
Arena)

+ TLB Operators skills
performance — Thursday, 30
April at 18:00 (MTN MoMo Main
Arena)

+ Daily entertainment in walkways
featuring musicians, dancers,
Errol the three-legged juggler,
mascots Biggy and Poppy, and
mime artists

» Bloem Fashion Show with Miss

Bloem
Skou - Show

23 April - 2 May 2026

SA Plus World - Sunday, 26 April
at 13:00 (Wimpy Stage)
+ Dance Extravaganza by local

dance schools - 1 May (Coca-
Cola Stage)

+ SAPD K9 and attack dog
demonstrations — 29 April

+ Mascot dance competition for
Reach for a Dream — 27 April at
18:00

+ Oval Track Racing — 1 May from
18:00

+ BLOEM CLASSIC 2026
Bodybuilding Competition —
Saturday, 25 April (14:00-22:00)

+ Sheep feast with live
performances by Belinda and
Amy - Monday, 27 April (BKB
Complex)

Agriculture, Skills & Community
Events

* First-ever Bloem Battleground
fitness challenge — 1 & 2 May

* Free circus performances — 30
April, 1 & 2 May (BKB Complex)

* Free State Boerboel Show —
Saturday, 25 April 2026

+ SA Saddlebred Championship,
the world’s largest open-air
event of its kind, with nearly 900
horses — 20-25 April

+ Second Farrier Interprovincial
Championship — 23-25 April,
including live forging and horse
shoeing demonstrations

+ Toyota StockFarm regional
young Auctioneers Competition
- 27 April

Making
show
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+ OVK “Back to Back” spinning and
knitting demonstration — 25 April

*+ Forestry demonstrations
including chainsaw skills and
tree pruning by national experts

A daily obstacle challenge with
major prizes — free entry (at the
Case exhibition opposite side of
the main arena)

Exhibitions & Displays

+ Dairy production show with 374
entries

+ South Africa’s largest Creative
Handcraft section with 3,137
entries across 20 categories

+ Farm Yard Hall featuring poultry,
pigeons, donkeys, horses,
pedigree rats, koi fish, bonsai
trees, the Mangaung Fire
Museum, Knife Makers’ Club and
the SA Armour School Museum

— Bonsai exhibition celebrates
40 years

— SA Armour School Museum
celebrates 30 years Visitor
Convenience

+ Free Wi-Fi supported by WiruLink

* QR codes at main gates with
maps, directions, restaurant
menus and special offers

* Free programmes available at
entrances (while stocks last)

Join us for an unforgettable
experience at Bloem Show —
23 April to 2 May 2026.

For more information, visit www.
bloemshow.co.za
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FARM YARD HALL

@ Bloem Show 2026

Exhibition hall with poultry, fancy pigeons, Mangaung Fire
Brigade Museum, knife makers club, a donkey, miniature
horses, fancy rats, koi fish, bonsai kai and the SA Armour

museum.

23 April - 2 May 2026

MAAK

MORSDOOD

Gereed-om-te- gebruik
opgietmiddel geregistreer vir
karoo-verlammings bosluis

KYRON
AGRI

Produk naam: Maxipour Registrasienommer: G3567 Wet 36/1947 (Suid Afrika). Bevat: Flumetrien 1 % m/v Uitvoerlande: Namibié - V05/18.3.3/287 Wet 13/2003 [NSO| Registrasiehouer:
Kyron Animal Health (Edms) Bpk., Co. Reg. Nr. 2004/021847/07, Eenheid 45C, 45 Parkview Straat, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Uitbr. 31, Centurion, 0157, Suid Afrika.
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THE ONLY DUAL
PENICILLIN®
DRY COW
INTRAMAMMARY
AVAILABLE IN
SOUTH AFRICA

CURACLOX

Cloxacillin and Ampicillin
IN A LONG ACTING BASE

A SINGLE TREATMENT DRY COW INTRAMAMMARY THAT IS
EFFECTIVE AGAINST GRAM-POSITIVE AND GRAM-NEGATIVE
BACTERIA AVAILABLE IN SOUTH AFRICA®.

INDICATIONS

For the one-step drying off and treatment of mastitis in dry cows
caused by bacteria sensitive to cloxacillin and ampicillin®.

Curaclox DC is a combination of semi-synthetic penicillins (ampicillin and cloxacillin), which
exhibits extended bactericidal activity against most mastitis-causing pathogens including
penicillin-resistant strains>.

It provides a broad spectrum of efficacy against both Gram-negative
=L and Gram-positive bacteria (Streptococcus spp., Staphylococcus spp.,
{;3" Cor.ynebacterium pyogenes, Escherichig <P
: coli, Pseudomonas spp., etc.). Cloxacillin p Orl I lO
[ —— is also active against beta-lactamase- 7
producing strains.'*3

Reg. No.: G2617 (Act 36/1947) Namibia Reg. No.: V00/16.1/265, CURACLOX DC Intramammary. Each 4,5 g syringe
contains 500 mg cloxacillin (as the benzathine salt) and 250 mg ampicillin (as trihydrate) For animal use only.
For full prescribing information refer to the package insert as approved by Department of Agriculture, Land
Reform and Rural Development. Applicant: iPharma (Pty) Ltd. 124 Elevation Avenue, Randjesfontein,
Midrand, 1683, South Africa. Ph +27 (0)11 314 2366 Fax +27 (0)86 600 6315 info@ipharma.co.za

Co. No.: 2010/000192/07; Advert No. A0059a/09/2022 Ref: Package insert approved 23-08-2021 2. Mercer,
MA. 2022. MSD Veterinary Manual: Use of Penicillins in Animals. Online. Merck & Co. https://www.msdvet-
manual.com accessed 26/09/2022, 18:15. 3. Jadhav BS, Pawar D, Vare V, Sonawane K, Shinde A. 2021. A
review of synergistic fixed dose combination of Ampicillin and Cloxacillin or broad spectrum anti-
bacterial activity. International Medical Journal Volume 28, Issue 02. Accessed https://www.
researchgate.net 27/09/2022, 06:51. 4. MIMS. IVS SPECIALITY INDEX. 2022. Mammary gland 14.1.
Volume 60 Number 2 June-August 2022




SERNICK INLIGTINGSDAG (

Saam met Bonsmara SA BONSMARA

Tema: Bek- en Klouseer en die Pad Vorentoe

Toegang is GRATIS en telers van
ALLE rasse is welkom

S A

Vrydag 1 Mei 2026 | Kroon Boma, Kroonstad

09:00 Registrasie

09:30 Nick Serfontein - Verwelkoming
09:45 Dr Corné Mulder, VF+

10:35 Francois Wilken, Vrystaat Landbou
11:00 Koffie/Tee

11:20 Dr Shaun Morris

12:00 Dr Danie Odendaal

12:45 Bonsmara SA - Algemene Bespreking
13:30 Middagete

Dr Corné Mulder

Dr Corné Mulder, Francois Wilken, Dr Shaun Morris, Dr Danie Odendaal,

SPREKERS

-

Francois Wilken Dr Shaun Morris Dr Danie Odendaal

PANEEL

SA Stamboek, Bonsmara SA

Dit is noodsaaklik om teen 24 April 2026 op ons webblad te RSVP,
Skandeer die QR-kode of KLIK HIER om te registreer.

4/ SERNICK

BONSMARA




Know your breeds: Kalahari
Red Goats

Tough, fertile, and built
for African conditions -
Kalahari Reds are a top

choice for any serious
meat goat farmer in
Southern Africa.

Origin & Purpose

Developed in South Africa, Kalahari
Reds are bred specifically for meat
production and hardiness. Their
name comes from their distinctive
red coat and their adaptation to the
Kalahari region’s harsh conditions.

Characteristics

+ Deep red coat (helps with sun
resistance)

+ Loose skin and strong frame

+ High resistance to disease and
parasites

FARMhere

+ Excellent mothering instincts

+ Can browse and survive in dry,
low-input systems

Growth & Meat Quality

Kalahari Reds grow quickly, with
bucks reaching 110-130 kg and
does around 70-90 kg. Their
carcasses are lean, muscular, and
command premium prices in meat
markets.

Fertility & Breeding

Does are very fertile, often
producing twins or triplets. They
have strong maternal instincts
and minim
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perfect for building a sustainable,
profitable herd.

Adaptability

This breed thrives in semi-arid to
arid areas. Their red coat protects
against sunburn, and they cope well
with heat, ticks, and poor grazing.

Whether you're starting a goat
enterprise or improving meat
production, Kalahari Reds offer low
maintenance and high returns.

Want to learn more about goat
breeds, nutrition, breeding, and
health care?

Visit: www.farmers-library.com

Source: https://www.facebook.com/share/
p/1AfLbRjqfF/
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MARKETING
WITH A
PURPOSE!

We work to glorify God - with
faith, impact, and passion.

+ Targeted, affordable digital marketing -
focused on your niche market.

* Social media management & digital
strategies that amplify your voice.

+ Videography, photography & editing
that bring your vision to life.

* Professional, affordable
livestreaming - local and
international.

+ Catalogue services that showcase
your product range professionally.

BOERhier Groep
Sl DILSLIRLDLER. T2 B ove soome -
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Come share your story -
with us.

KARDD - Otjiwarongo
™ Meahmasters

Info@boerhier.co.za

073 895 6392

O X o www.boerhier.co.za
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DIY DAMLININGSKITS -
READY TO INSTALL

Get your liner delivered nationwide —
straight to your door.

WATER IS LIFE!

DAMLININGS

v~ Nationwide Delivery
v~ Complete DIY Kits Available e
v~ Sized to your dam e
v~ Easy Installation Guidance
v~ Reduce Water Loss

HDPE « PVC « Cement Dam Liners « Zinc Dam Liners

Andre Meyer « 076 062 4272

andre@damlinings.co.za


tel:+27760624272
mailto:andre%40damlinings.co.za?subject=
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as at 1 April 2026
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OVK bied verskeie FINANSIERINGSOPSIES waar prodi.iksie ihsétte tér\
ondersteuning van kuddes of afrond van slagvee gefinansier kan word

Kontak vandag nog u kredietbestuurder vir meer inligting!

Terme en voorwaardes geld WWW.OVK.CD.Z3

VIR MEER INLIGTING KONTAK:
Bethlehem: 063 792 5694 Bloemfontein: 082 056 4341 - Burgersdorp: 082 759 4103 - Cradock: 082 468 3616
Ficksburg: 082 417 6192 - Hopetown: 082 884 3296 - Humansdorp: 082 805 3252
Ladybrand:; 082 923 5997 - Ladybrand (Nie-Landbou); 051 923 4783
Port Elizabeth & Nasionaal [Vesel): 082 854 9112 - Wesselsbron: 079 513 7656

\
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#lntegritylntegrated

VICE EXCELLENCE | ENTREPRENEURSHIP EARNING EMPLOYEES ENVIRONMEN

FARMhere



tel:+27637925694
tel:+27820564341
tel:+27827594103
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Logistics and Port Efficiency:
Strengthening Transnet for South
Africa’s Autumn Export Season

South Africa’s agricultural sector enters the autumn period with a strong reliance on
logistics systems to move high-value export crops such as grains, oilseeds, and late-season
horticultural products. Central to this system is Transnet, which operates the country’s freight

rail network and ports. In recent years, inefficiencies in logistics have posed a significant
constraint on export competitiveness, but ongoing reforms and performance improvements
are beginning to reshape the outlook.

South Africa is a major global
agricultural exporter, with exports
reaching approximately $13.7
billion (R251 billion) in 2024,
driven by products such as citrus,
grapes, maize, and apples .
Efficient logistics are therefore not
optional—they are foundational

to maintaining export volumes,
meeting international market
windows, and sustaining farm
profitability. During autumn, when
harvesting and export activity
intensifies in several subsectors,
pressure on ports and rail systems
increases significantly.

Historically, Transnet’s
underperformance has had severe
economic consequences. Studies
estimate that inefficiencies in rail
and port operations have cost

the South African economy up to
R1 billion per day, while broader
logistics failures have reduced
export volumes and increased
transport costs . Agricultural
producers, particularly grain and
fruit exporters, have been directly
affected through delays, missed
shipping slots, and higher reliance
on road transport.

However, recent data indicates

a gradual recovery in logistics
performance. Transnet reported
a 4.4% increase in rail volumes to

FARMhere
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81.4 million tons for the six months
ending September 2025, alongside
improved throughput and reduced
financial losses . This improvement
is significant because rail remains
the backbone of South Africa’s

bulk freight system, particularly for
moving agricultural commodities
from inland production regions to
export terminals.

Port operations have also shown
measurable gains. According to
logistics updates, vessel waiting
times at major South African ports
have decreased by approximately
75%, while container handling
efficiency has improved . These
improvements are critical during
peak export periods, as reduced
congestion enables faster
turnaround times and more reliable
shipping schedules.

Evidence of improved port
efficiency is also reflected in
export volumes. For example,
Transnet Port Terminals reported
a 19% year-on-year increase in
citrus volumes handled during the
2025 export season, supported
by better equipment availability
and coordination with exporters

. This demonstrates the direct
relationship between logistics
performance and agricultural
export success.

Despite these gains, structural
challenges persist. South Africa’s
ports have previously ranked
among the worst globally in
terms of efficiency, prompting
government intervention through
initiatives such as the National
Logistics Crisis Committee .
Ongoing issues include ageing
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infrastructure, equipment
shortages, and congestion at

key terminals such as Durban .
These constraints can still disrupt
export flows, particularly during
adverse weather conditions or peak
seasonal demand.

To address these challenges,
Transnet has embarked on a
series of reforms and investment
programmes. A major component
of this strategy is increased
private sector participation.
Partnerships with international
terminal operators and equipment
suppliers are being implemented
to modernise infrastructure,
introduce advanced technologies,
and improve operational efficiency.
For instance, new equipment
acquisitions and long-term
maintenance agreements aim to
reduce downtime and increase
handling capacity.

In addition, South Africa has
opened parts of its freight rail
network to private operators,
allowing greater competition and
capacity utilisation. This reform

is expected to improve reliability
and reduce bottlenecks across key
agricultural corridors. Investment

plans exceeding R100 billion in
rail and port infrastructure further
underscore the scale of the
turnaround effort .

Encouragingly, broader logistics
indicators are beginning to reflect
these reforms. South African ports
handled approximately 4.47 million
containers in 2025, a 3.2% increase
year-on-year, signalling a gradual
recovery in trade throughput .
Similarly, export growth across
agriculture—up 10% in the first
three quarters of 2025—suggests
that improved logistics are
supporting sector expansion .

For the autumn harvest period, the
implications are clear. Continued
improvements in Transnet’s
performance will be critical

to ensuring that crops reach
international markets efficiently and
competitively. Even incremental
gains in turnaround times, rail
capacity, and scheduling reliability
can have a disproportionate impact
on export outcomes, particularly
for perishable goods.

In conclusion, while South Africa’s
logistics system remains a work
in progress, there is tangible
momentum toward improved

efficiency. The combination

of operational improvements,
infrastructure investment, and
private sector collaboration is
gradually restoring confidence
in Transnet’s ability to support
export-driven industries. For
farmers and agribusinesses
navigating the autumn season,
these developments offer
cautious optimism that logistics
bottlenecks—long a limiting
factor—are beginning to ease,
enabling more reliable access to
global markets.

Source: FARMhere article
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REQUIREMENTS FOR HUNTING PHOTOS:

Only sharp, good quality photos will
be considered. Electronic photos
should preferably be 1 MB in size;
smallor than this connot be postod.
Please emalil photos to

Santie Corbetta:
santie@wildlifehunt.co.za

[ MEEFOTOCRLERY

Stand a change to win this Leather Ammo Box (50 rounds)

Sponsored by Hunt Africa Leather
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Dirk Coetzee

Algemene Boerderye en Melkbestuurder

OPLEIDING EN KWALIFIKASIES

= Graad 12 (2007)- Volk Hoérskool Potchefstroom

S+ Diploma in Landbou (2010) Kollege vir Landbou
Potchefstroom

Hoér Sertifikaat in Landbou (2009)
Kunsmatige Inseminasie 100 (2009)

= Simmentaler Opleidingskursus (2009)

s Eerste vlak 1 5.A. Paramediese Opleiding

0637723551

PERSOONLIKE INLIGTING

+ Basiese Brandbestryding : OHS Opleiding « Gebore: 20 April 1989 (36)
« Huwelikstatus: Getroud

* Rybewys: Kode B

« Bereid om te verhuis: Ja

PRAKTIESE ERVARING ’ « Adres: Middelpos plaas, Malmesbury Wes-Kaap
* Voerkraalbestuurder-GrootbosVoerkraal i
Ventersdorp (2010) (Emaande) ' ‘b
= Voorarbeider- Bonsmara Stoet, Kro ., Delmas -y MEER OOR MYSELF
(2010) (7maande tydens studie) Ig e s
f ; ’
L 3 Ek is n toegewyde , hardwerkende en
HUIDIGE/ MEES ONLANGSE b betroubare werker met sterk ondervinding
VERANTWOORDELIKHEID . in beesboerdery, veral melk- en
(Dieresorg & melkbeesboerdery) teelbes_tuur,_ Ek .het‘ goeie kennis wvan
_ ‘ ) kusmatige inseminasie(Kl) tropgesondheid
» Daaglikse sorg vir melkbeeste: voeding, water, en produksie-optimalisering. Ek het goeie
huisvesting, gesondheidsmaonitering, medikasie en kennis van maganiese instandhouding en
tydige behandeling ) metaalwerke. Ek werk goed alleen of in n
= Melkproduksie:higiéne tydens melk, masjienhantering, span, hanteer druk goed, is georganiseerd
voorkoming van besmetting en monitering van leer vinnig en is gemotiveerd om nuwe
melkgehalte vaardighede aan te lear

« Teelprogram:keuse van bulle, kunsmatige inseminasie
(K1), matuurlike dekking en genetiese verbetering vir

optimale produksie
Tropbestuur: Kalwing, vervanging van onproduktiewe VERWYSINGS EN KWALIFIKASIES
koeie gesondheidsprotokelle, enting, onthoring en BESKIKEAAR OP AANVRAAG
rekercdhouding (bv Delpro en Cow Manager)
Infrastruktuur-onderhoud: sorg vir plaasgeriewe,
toerusting ens.

.
(<) 2smirre2002@gmail.com
-_
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Alphaoe Doamme

www.alphadamme.co.za

6mx23m (65KI) 4mx23m(30k))  8m x2.3m (116KI)

R24 000 R17 250 R29 600
@ CINDY - 072 227 5522 © cindy@alpadamme.co.za
RULIE - 084 690 5525 rulie@alpadamme.co.za
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Leg Wool Series - Article 1

Why This Conversation
Keeps Getting Confused

Leg wool has become one of
the most talked-about traits

in sheep right now.

Different products.
Different routines.
Different systems people swear by.

And depending on who you ask,
you'll hear:

+ “It's all genetics.”

+ “You can grow it.”

+ “Use melatonin.”

+ “Wrap them every day.”

The problem is...

+ Everyone is seeing something
real

+ But not everyone is explaining
why it's happening

And that’s where the confusion
starts.

A Quick Note Before We Start

This conversation tends to get

pulled in a lot of different directions

+ what’s working, what'’s popular,
what people are seeing in the
moment.

That’s not what we're doing here.

This is a science-based look at the
underlying biology.

Not to dismiss anything people are
doing...

+ but to understand what those
things are actually changing -
and what they're not.

Because without that foundation,
it's very easy to confuse results
with causes.

FARMhere

Leg Wool: What Actually Controls It

UNDERSTANDING THE SYSTEM HELPS END THE CONFUSION.

PRESENTATION
(What You See)
? / = Wrapping
} = Washing
* Blowing
: BIOLOGY

YEUHSAQE Q' W (Growth Signals)
E > \_" + Hormones (Melatorin)
( xpressmn"} + Seasonal cycles

SUPPORT
WHAT e ke

THE

ANIMAL
IS

(Structure)

STRUCTURE
(Genetics)

= Follicle number
=

YOU CAN CHANGE EXPRESSION.
YOU CAN'T CREATE STRUCTURE.

LINE

e —

The Core Issue

We're mixing together things that
don't operate at the same level.

Some things affect:
* What the animal is

Other things affect:

+ How the animal expresses what
itis

And if you don't separate those

two...

everything starts to look like it's

doing the same job.

A Simple Way to Think About It

Before we get into tools, products,

SSA FARMS

or routines...
we need to understand the system.

Because wool growth doesn’t
happen in one layer - it happens in
stacked layers:

1. Structure (What the animal
is)

+ Hair follicles in the skin
« Where they are located
+ How many there are

This is set before the animal is ever
born.
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2. Biology (Growth Signals)

+ Hormones (like melatonin)

+ Seasonal signals (day length)
This determines when and how
strongly wool is growing.

3. Support (Nutrition & Health)
* Energy / Protein

*+ Mineral balance

+ Overall condition

This affects fiber growth rate,
strength, and quality.

4. Presentation (What You See)
+ Wrapping

+ Washing

+ Blowing

+ Daily handling

This changes how wool looks, not
what it fundamentally is.

Why This Matters

Because when all of these get
lumped together...

it creates a very believable illusion:
¥ That you can create a trait

..when you're actually just
enhancing its expression

And once that line gets blurred, it
becomes really easy to:

+ Chase tools instead of selecting
animals

+ Get inconsistent results

- Tetanus
- Blackleg

- Pasteurellosis

4% ¥PROTECTION
/ AGAINST

- Pulpy Kidney Disease

- Malighant Oedema =,

(Pneumonic & Septicaemic)

« Think something is working...
without understanding why

Where Most People Go Wrong
(And Why It's Understandable)

If you take an animal that already
has some leg wool...

and you:

+ Improve its nutrition

+ Change its growth cycle

+ Protect and present the fiber well

You can make it look dramatically
different.

That's real.

But the conclusion people draw
from that is often:

+ “This created leg wool.”
When what actually happened is:

+ The animal finally expressed
what it already had.

The Goal

This isn't about proving anyone
wrong.

It's about giving you a way to look
at this that actually holds up over
time.

Because good livestock programs
aren’t built on:

* One product
* Onetrick
« Oneroutine

They're built on understanding what
can change...

and what can't.

Where This Series Is Going

Instead of arguing about individual
practices...

we're going to break this down step
by step:

+ What wool actually is — and why
follicles matter

+ How growth cycles work
+ What melatonin is really doing

+ What management practices
actually change

+ And how to build something
that's consistent over time

Because once you understand the
system...
you don't have to guess anymore.

Final Thought

If we stay anchored to the biology,
these conversations get a lot
simpler.

Good livestock management isn't
about always having the right
answer —

it's about learning how to think
when the answer isn’t obvious yet.

Source: Linessa Farms, LLC is Northwest
Indiana’s premier specialty and heirloom
livestock producer and distributor.
Linessa Farms specializes in sheep and
goat educational programs, videos, and
research.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/story.
php?story_fbid=1372710468233375&id=1
00064833035387&rdid=TqJ7fhPWE5qVL
Z1C#

Available in:
100ml & 250ml

50 Doses 125 Doses

TO VACCINATE YOUR
LAMBS OR KIDS

Product name: Ovi-Clos P Registration number: G4261 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Each 1 m¢ contains: Contains purified and concentrated toxoids of Clostridium perfringens Type D, Clostridium septicum and Clostridium tetani, integral anacultures
of Clostridium chauvoei, bacterins of Pasteurella muftocida and Mannheimia (Pasteurelfa) haemolytica, absorbed with aluminium hydroxide gel. Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C,
45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Botswana - BV2100499/A/B[VPS]; Namibia - \/18/24.4.2/1435 Wet 13/2003[NS0] AGRI

6]

KYRON
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https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1372710468233375&id=100064833035387&rdid=TqJ7fhPWE5qVLz1C#
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1372710468233375&id=100064833035387&rdid=TqJ7fhPWE5qVLz1C#
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1372710468233375&id=100064833035387&rdid=TqJ7fhPWE5qVLz1C#
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVffHAJcUR0

ATER
ACK UP
SYSTEM

Eco Tanks
From 990L - 5000L Tank's

Pressure Pumps

DAB EasyBox 1.1kw
DAB EasyBox Mini .75kw
Tesk PMC 2.2kw

Tesk PMC .75kw

3 Stage Filter

950L From R18 000
1100L From R25 000
2220L From R33 665
OO0OL From R38 000

. - -
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Winter Crop Planting
Preparation in South Africa’s
Western Cape

As South Africa transitions
into the winter production
cycle, April and May mark

a critical operational
window for grain farmers,
particularly in the Western
Cape. This region remains
the country’s primary winter
rainfall zone and accounts
for more than half—often
over two-thirds—of national
winter crop production,
including wheat, barley,
canola, and oats.

Preparation for planting is not a
single activity but a coordinated
process involving soil readiness,
input procurement, and strategic
decision-making based on weather
forecasts and market signals.
According to Agbiz, farmers
typically begin land preparation
toward the end of April, aligning
with the onset of the winter
cropping season.

Timing and Planting
Windows

Planting schedules are tightly
linked to climatic conditions. In
the Western Cape’s winter rainfall
system, wheat is generally planted
between mid-April and mid-June,
with May regarded as the optimal
dryland planting period. Early
planting is critical to ensure
adequate establishment before
temperatures drop further and

FARMhere

to maximise the use of seasonal
rainfall.

The broader winter cropping
programme includes barley,
canola, and oats, which are planted
within similar windows, although
varietal differences and regional
microclimates influence exact
timing. These crops form part of
integrated crop rotation systems,
especially in the Southern Cape,
where barley, wheat, and canola
are often cultivated together to
improve soil health and long-term
productivity.

Scale and Crop Mix

Planting intentions for the
2025-26 season reflect continued
confidence in the winter grain
sector. The Crop Estimates
Committee reported total intended
plantings of approximately 827,970
hectares across major winter
crops, including wheat, barley,
canola, and oats—representing a
slight increase from the previous
season.

Wheat remains the dominant crop,
with intended plantings of over
500,000 hectares, while canola
continues to expand due to strong
demand for oil and oilcake. Canola
plantings have grown significantly
over time, from around 17,000
hectares in the late 1990s to over
160,000 hectares in recent seasons.

Barley, primarily used for malting,
and oats, which are important for
both human consumption and
animal feed, complete the winter
crop mix. However, barley plantings
have shown some decline in

recent seasons due to market and
rotational shifts.

Weather: The Primary Risk
Factor

Weather remains the single most
influential variable in winter crop
preparation. The Western Cape’s
grain production is largely dryland-
based, meaning yields depend
heavily on seasonal rainfall.

Recent outlooks from the South
African Weather Service have
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raised concerns about below-
normal rainfall during the early
and mid-winter period in the south-
western parts of the country. This
uncertainty places added pressure
on farmers to carefully time
planting and manage soil moisture
effectively.

Rainfall variability has a direct
impact on yield potential. In

some recent seasons, parts of

the Southern Cape recorded less
than 100 mm of rainfall between
April and October, significantly
constraining production.
Conversely, well-timed rains during
planting and early growth stages
can support favourable crop
establishment and yield outcomes.

Input Costs and Economic
Considerations

Input costs are another key factor
shaping planting decisions. While
some input prices—particularly
fertilisers and agrochemicals—have
moderated compared to previous
years, South Africa remains a net
importer of these inputs. This
exposes farmers to exchange

rate volatility and global price
fluctuations.

Fertiliser application, lime usage,
and crop protection programmes
must be carefully calibrated

to balance cost efficiency with
yield potential. These costs

vary significantly depending on
soil conditions, crop type, and
production system.

Despite these pressures, the
winter grain sector contributes
substantially to the regional
economy. The estimated value
of wheat, barley, canola, and
oats production in the Western
Cape alone is at least R8 billion,
underscoring the importance of
effective planting preparation.

Agronomic Practices and
Soil Management

Modern winter crop production
increasingly relies on conservation
agriculture practices. These include
minimum tillage, crop residue
retention, and improved soil
structure management, all aimed

at enhancing moisture retention
and reducing the impact of erratic

rainfall.

Correct seeding rates, cultivar
selection, and planting depth

are also critical technical
considerations. For example,
Grain SA recommends wheat
seeding densities of 80-140 kg/
ha depending on planting date and
conditions to ensure optimal plant
population and yield potential.

Outlook

Overall, winter crop planting
preparation in the Western Cape is
characterised by a combination of
cautious optimism and operational
precision. While planting intentions
remain stable or slightly increased,
the success of the season will
depend largely on rainfall patterns,
cost management, and timely
execution of agronomic practices.

As the planting window opens,
farmers are not only preparing their
lands but also making calculated
decisions that will shape both
regional food security and the
national grain supply in the coming
year.

WATER BLADDEE
& DAMLINER
SOLUTIONS.

anopalnr |
—

Contact details:
Simon
Tel: 082 495 7997
Email: simons@cybersmart.co.za
www.waterbladders.co.za
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# TROTS NOORD-KAAP — “VLEIS DEUR DIE NATUUR GROCT GEMAAK, VOLMAAK DEUR ONS PRODUSENTE.”

Tekorte van een of meer van die
essensiéle minerale, spoorelemente en
vitamiene kan ‘n negatiewe invloed hé

op u dier se prestasie.

Vandag kyk ons na Sink.

o Verswakte aptyt en groeikoers
o Swak voeromsetting

« Abnormale spermatogenese
Vertraagde testikulére ontwikkeling
Swak libido

Embrio-resorpsie
(dus swak konsepsiekoers)

e Wol- en haarverlies

Sinktekort

o Skape wat eie wol vreet
« Growwe vel (parakeratose)

« Vrotpootjie

e Vitamien A-tekort

I ]-0 Landline: +27 53 832 9595
\‘. Cell Phone: +27 67 597 1866

Noord- Kaap © E-mail: RPONC@1po.co.za

Website: rponk.co.za
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DAMLININGS
WATER IS LIFE!
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10 Most Profitable Crops

for Small-Scale Farmers in South

Africa

South Africa’s small-scale
farmers, who form the
backbone of rural livelihoods
and contribute significantly
to food security, face
unique opportunities and
challenges in 2026. With
over 23,000 small-scale
sugarcane growers alone
and thousands more in
vegetables and horticulture,
the sector supports nearly
one million jobs. High-value
crops offer strong returns
amid rising export demand,
domestic market growth,
and government support
through the Department of
Agriculture, Land Reform
and Rural Development
(DALRRD). However, water
scarcity, input costs, and
market volatility demand
careful crop selection.
Unlike staple grains with
tight margins, high-demand
vegetables, berries, and tree
crops can deliver superior
profitability on limited land
when paired with efficient
practices and mechanisation.

Here are ten of the most profitable
options for small-scale operations,
drawn from recent industry
analyses and farmer experiences.

FARMhere
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1. Macadamia Nuts

Mature orchards yield net profits
of R80,000-R150,000 per hectare
from year 7-8 onward, driven by
strong global demand, particularly
from China. Suitable in Limpopo,
Mpumalanga, and parts of
KwaZulu-Natal, they require initial
investment (R150,000-R250,000/
ha for planting and irrigation) but
offer long-term stability with lower
annual inputs than field crops.
Small-scale farmers can start on
1-5 ha plots with proper water
security.

2. Blueberries

These deliver very high returns
with production starting in year
2-3. They suit Western Cape

and Limpopo growers with

reliable water and cold storage.
High capital for irrigation and
management is offset by premium
export prices and early cash flow,
making them ideal for diversified
small farms.

Bearing from year 3—4 in Limpopo,
Mpumalanga, and KwaZulu-Natal,
avocados benefit from robust local
and export markets. They provide
solid profitability for smallholders
who secure water and focus on
quality for international standards.

A consistent high-demand staple,
tomatoes offer quick returns
(60—90 days) and versatility for
fresh sales, processing, or informal
markets. Strong year-round
demand in urban centres supports
reliable income for small plots,
though disease management is

key.

As a kitchen essential with
excellent storage life, onions
provide steady demand and reduce
market pressure. They suit small-
scale rotation systems and deliver
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good margins when grown for local
hawkers and supermarkets.

6. Potatoes

One of South Africa’s most
profitable vegetables due to
multiple uses (fresh, chips, seed),
potatoes generate solid returns

on small farms. High domestic
consumption and storage potential
make them a staple income source,
especially in cooler regions.

7. Carrots (including baby

carrots)

Fast-growing with long shelf

life and health appeal, carrots
(particularly baby varieties) are
popular among beginners and fetch
premium prices. They thrive on
small plots and sell quickly to fresh
produce markets.

8. Lettuce and Leafy

Greens (spinach, kale)

Lettuce alone accounts for around
40,000 tons annual demand.
Quick turnaround (30—-45 days)

and multiple harvests make leafy
greens highly profitable for small
urban or peri-urban farms supplying
restaurants and informal traders.

9. Mushrooms (button,
oyster, or gourmet

varieties)

Requiring minimal land,
mushrooms deliver profit margins
of 70%—120% in controlled
environments. They suit backyard
or tunnel setups and tap into
growing health-conscious urban
demand.

10. Cabbage

Fast-growing (70 days) with strong
local demand for traditional meals
and processing, cabbage offers
reliable profits and complements
other vegetables in small-farm
rotations. It performs well for
beginners with basic irrigation.

Successful small-scale farming
requires more than crop choice.
Agripreneur Cynthia Sekgobela,
farming 2.5 ha organically in
Gauteng, emphasises starting

small (even in bags), market
research to avoid oversupply,
professional presentation, and
compliance for funding access.
She scaled to 400 kg weekly sales
using tools like tillers for efficiency.
Diversification, water harvesting,
and mechanisation (tractors for
land prep, planting, and transport)
boost yields by 15-25%, mirroring
trends seen globally.

DALRRD’s 2025 agricultural trends
report highlights horticulture’s
30.3% contribution to gross value,
underscoring export potential

in nuts, berries, and vegetables.
Challenges like climate variability
persist, but patient financing

and extension services can

help smallholders transition to
profitability.

By focusing on these crops—
balancing quick-turnover
vegetables with high-value
perennials—South Africa’s small-
scale farmers can build resilient
businesses. With smart planning
and support, they not only secure
household income but strengthen
national food security and exports
in a competitive 2026 landscape.

Sources:

- Farming Portal (2026): Best Crops for
High Profit in South Africa 2026-2027.

- Farmers Weekly: Cynthia Sekgobela’s
small-scale farming advice.

- DALRRD: Trends in the Agricultural Sector
2025.

- Industry analyses from Starke Ayres and
farmer reports on vegetable profitability.

y BROAD-SPECTRUM TICK & ROUNDWORM CONTROL

A ready-to-use pour-on & residual action
tick and roundworm control.

KAH/PM122/2024/2

Product Name: Attila Registration Number: G4197 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: Fipronil 0,9% m/v, Abamectin 0,5% m/v. Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. Nr. 2004/021847/07,
Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Botswana - BV2200603/A/B[VPS]; Namibia - V19/18.2/1442
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VTECH

5 EALES

CATTLE SCALE(

COMPLETE WITH PLATFORM

REMOVABLE

WEIGH BARS, INDICATOR & PLATFORM

WEIGH BARS

4H00mm Weigh bars

Silver zine plated

Strong industrial design with high capacity

Steel endcaps for protection of loadcells

00000

Height adjustable fest

PLATFORM
245 mx 710 mm x 380 mm

INDICATOR

=y
\f)ﬁ Animal weighing function E/};J Rechargeable hattery Direct 220V power
o, e

CONTACT US NOW 082 783 7227 @vtechscaiessa@gmail,com
WE ARE SITUATED JUST OUTSIDE VANDERBIJLPARK

SELENIUM LEVELS IN THE LIVER OF BT&E’E: é';": Complex+A&E

BEEF CATTLE 30 DAYS AFTER TREATMENT FOR|CATTLE

Selenium in the liver (pg/kg)

trmernt £

FARMhere



IS REDWATER
A THORN IN

YOUR SIDE?

IS ROOIWATER
‘N DORING IN

JOU VLEES?

Redwater can have a painful impact on your finances
and your animals. BABEX cures and prevents redwater
and cures tick-borne gallsickness (anaplasmosis) in
cattle. REDNIL cures and prevents redwater in cattle and
cures biliary fever in dogs and horses.

Rooiwater kan ‘n pynlike impak op jou finansies en jou
diere hé. BABEX behandel en voorkom rooiwater en
behandel bosluisoorgedraagde galsiekte (anaplasmose)
in beeste. REDNIL genees en verhoed rooiwater in
beeste en genees bosluiskoors in honde en perde.

FOR ANIMAL UESE ONLY

e

INJECTABLE SOLUTION FC

vt o iy 10 B v, i Cole,
FIOAAGE L et 4 a1 . sl
POISONOUS

PO LTI PIORE um

Available in 100m¢ and 50m¢ Avai.lable ir'\ 100m¢
Beskikbaar in 100m¢ en 50m¢ Beskikbaar in 100m¢

« Cures and prevents Asiatic redwater - Prevents Asiatic redwater for up to
for 2 weeks and African redwater for 4 weeks and African redwater for
4 weeks in cattle up to 8 weeks in cattle
- Genees en verhoed Asiatiese rooiwater - Voorkom Asiatiese rooiwater vir tot 5
vir 2 weke en Afrika rooiwater vir 4 weke en Afrika rooiwater vir §
4 weke in beeste tot 8 weke in beeste E
T
g
K Y R O N Product name: Rednil Registration number: G3911 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Contains: Diminazene 70 mg/m¢, Phenazone 375 mg/m¢ Export countries: Namibia - V13/17.4.2/1187 Act 13/2003

Product name: Babex Registration number: G4109 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Contains: Imidocarb dipropionate 12 % m/v Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07,
A G R I Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa.




OUR BOERBOELS

-WE TAKE THEM VERY SERIOUSLY
-WE PROTECT THEM VERY FIERCELY
-WE PRODUCE THEM VERY CAREFULLY

OUR PUREBRED BOERBOELS ARE CAREFULLY SELECTED AND BRED FOR TYPE, SOUNDNESS, AND
PURPOSE, AS WELL AS CLASSIC BEAUTY, ALWAYS CONSIDERING THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE BOERBOEL BREED.

ol S

OR THE WQ/

UREBRED | % *
OERBOELS
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Black Copper Marans:
The Distinctive Dark Egg Layer

The Black Copper
Marans is one of the
most recognisable and
sought-after heritage
poultry breeds in the
world, primarily due

to its unusually dark
brown eggs and striking
appearance. Originating
in France, this breed has
gained global popularity
among small-scale

farmers, backyard poultry

keepers, and niche egg
producers.

Origin and Development

The Marans breed was developed
in the town of Marans, located in
the Nouvelle-Aquitaine region of
western France, during the early
20th century. The breed emerged
from crossbreeding local French
chickens with imported birds,
including Asian and English stock,
to improve both productivity and
hardiness. The Black Copper
variety—known for its distinctive
colouring—became one of the most
iconic strains within the breed. The
Marans was officially recognised
in France in the 1930s, with breed
standards later formalised by
organisations such as the Marans-
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Club de France and the Société
Centrale d’Aviculture de France.

Appearance and Physical
Characteristics

Black Copper Marans are visually
striking birds. They exhibit
predominantly black plumage
with iridescent green sheen,
complemented by rich copper or
golden feathers around the neck
(hackles), particularly prominent
in roosters. The breed is classified
as a large, dual-purpose chicken,
with mature roosters typically
weighing between 3.5-4.0 kg and
hens between 2.5-3.2 kg. They
have a solid, well-muscled body,

making them suitable for both
egg production and meat yield.
Feathered legs—another defining
trait—are present but should be
moderate according to breed
standards.

Egg Production and Quality

The defining feature of the Black
Copper Marans is its eggs. The
breed is renowned for producing
some of the darkest brown eggs
of any chicken, often described

as “chocolate-coloured.” This

dark pigmentation is due to a
protoporphyrin coating applied to
the eggshell during the final stages
of egg formation. According to
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the Marans Club de France, egg
colour is a critical selection trait,

with a grading scale used to assess

intensity.

Hens typically lay between 150

and 200 eggs per year, which

is moderate compared to high-
production commercial layers.
However, the premium quality and
unique appearance of the eggs
often allow producers to command
higher market prices, particularly in
niche and artisanal markets.

Temperament and
Adaptability

Black Copper Marans are generally
known for their calm and docile
temperament. This makes them
well-suited to mixed flocks and
backyard environments. They are
considered hardy birds, capable

of adapting to a range of climatic

conditions, including cooler and

wetter environments similar to their

region of origin. Their resilience
and relatively low management
demands contribute to their
popularity among smallholder
farmers.

Production Role and
Economic Value

As a dual-purpose breed, Black
Copper Marans provide both

meat and eggs. While not as fast-
growing as commercial broilers,
they produce flavourful meat, often
preferred in traditional or free-range
systems. Their primary economic
value, however, lies in their eggs.
The distinctive dark shell colour
offers strong differentiation in local
and specialty markets, supporting
premium pricing strategies.

ae. A

Conclusion

The Black Copper Marans stands
out as a breed that combines
aesthetic appeal, functional
productivity, and market
differentiation. While its egg
production may not match that
of industrial hybrids, its unique
egg colour, adaptability, and
dual-purpose qualities make it a
valuable addition to diversified
poultry operations.

Sources:

Marans-Club de France

Société Centrale d’Aviculture de France
(SCAF)

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
- Domestic Animal Diversity Information
System

Livestock Conservancy (USA) - Breed
Profiles

Australian Poultry Standards (2nd Edition)

Source: FARMhere article
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South Africa’s oldest
family-owned business

A 283-year-old farm with export-quality fruit and

craft cannabis

Boplaas Farm, renowned
for producing world-class

export apples and pears, is
South Africa’s oldest family
business.

Boplaas Farm was established in
1743 by Izaak van der Merwe in
the Koue Bokkeveld near Ceres,
approximately 200 km north-east
of Cape Town.

Over the last 283 years, the farm
and export business has remained
home to eleven generations of the
Van der Merwe family.

The farm holds a significant family,
cultural and national history. The
well-maintained homestead and
main dwelling were built in 1780 in
the Cape vernacular style.

The farmhouse hosts a rich and
diverse collection of antique
household items, décor elements
and furniture used over the
centuries.

The furniture, mostly handcrafted,
incorporates 21 different wood
species, including yellow, cedar,
and stinkwood.

It also features other historic
buildings, including the barn,
watermill, baking house and soap
house, which is a great example
of a traditional farmyard in South
Africa.

The farm’s homestead and main
dwelling were named a National
Monument in 1973 and have since
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been designated as a provincial
heritage site.

Boplaas has family and historical
connections with the Afrikaans
writer and poet, |.LW. van der Merwe,
known as Boerneef.

Eighth-generation farmer on the
land, Carl van der Merwe, known as
Carl Boplaas, was his nephew and
a poet in his own right.

Embedded within the rich heritage
of Boplaas is the moral compass

T
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and shared beliefs that define and
shape the Van der Merwe family.

Core family values include honesty,
respect, integrity, gratitude and
perseverance. This commitment
extends to the land which is
cultivated.

The Boplaas Farm business

Schalk van der Merwe, the tenth-
generation custodian of Boplaas
Farm, manages the cultivation of
the farm.

41



He lives on the property with his
wife, Kyla, and their youngest
child, Fanie, who is an eleventh-
generation Van der Merwe.

Boplaas Farm exports fruit to more
than 80 countries in Europe, the Far
East, the Middle East, South-East
Asia, North America, Africa, and
Australia. It includes:

+ Pome fruit: Export-quality apples
and pears, cultivated on Boplaas,
Dankbaar and Bergvliet.

+ Stone fruit: Export-quality
peaches, cultivated and
produced on Dankbaar.

+ Citrus fruit: Export-quality
oranges, tangerines and lemons
cultivated on Marlenique and Du
Cap near Paarl.

More recently, Boplaas Farm
expanded by adding a cannabis
production facility for the medical
and pharmaceutical sectors.

“We produce and market the
highest quality craft cannabis
for research and to champion
non-harmful alternatives for pain

[ o ' b

management and mental health" it
said.

Apart from producing world-class
fruit on Boplaas Farm and related
properties, the Van der Merwe
family also owns other agricultural
assets.

It includes the Marlenique
Packhouse, a citrus and stone fruit
packing and cooling facility on the
Marlenique farm, Paarl.

The Marlenique Packhouse
provides contract packing services
to the surrounding citrus and stone

072 434 5776 (Chri

082 774 0343 (
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info@aadrones.co.zé

Www.aadrones.co.za
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fruit industry.

Another interesting asset is its
floating photovoltaic plant, which
has pioneered the implementation

of floating alternative energy
sources.

The photovoltaic plant is the first
commercially operational system in
Africa and the largest of its kind at
60 kWp.

Source: https://dailyinvestor.com/
business/128461/south-africas-oldest-
family-owned-business-a-283-year-old-
farm-with-export-quality-fruit-and-craft-
cannabis/

AGRICULTURE

42


https://dailyinvestor.com/business/128461/south-africas-oldest-family-owned-business-a-283-year-old-farm-with-export-quality-fruit-and-craft-cannabis/
https://dailyinvestor.com/business/128461/south-africas-oldest-family-owned-business-a-283-year-old-farm-with-export-quality-fruit-and-craft-cannabis/
https://dailyinvestor.com/business/128461/south-africas-oldest-family-owned-business-a-283-year-old-farm-with-export-quality-fruit-and-craft-cannabis/
https://dailyinvestor.com/business/128461/south-africas-oldest-family-owned-business-a-283-year-old-farm-with-export-quality-fruit-and-craft-cannabis/
https://dailyinvestor.com/business/128461/south-africas-oldest-family-owned-business-a-283-year-old-farm-with-export-quality-fruit-and-craft-cannabis/
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122106648290726568&id=61571797047622&mibextid=oFDknk&rdid=bkjREJhoeFGvoHog#
tel:+27724345776
tel:+27827740343
mailto:info%40aadrones.co.za?subject=
www.aadrones.co.za

Some of Our Services

Wedding Videography and photography Corporate Videography
Capturing the essence of weddings, : Produce engaging corporate videos,
creating enchanting videos that [ = [] including promotional videos,
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of the day. coverage.

Event Coverage Promotional Videos
From birthdays o conferences, Whether it's for a product, service,
we provide comprehensive event or cause, we create promotional

videography services, ensuring no videos that leave a lasting impact
moment goes unnoticed. on your target audience.

Livestream any event Short Films

We're storytellers passionate about Qur creative team breathes life into
real-life tales. Our livestream imaginative concepts, crafting
services cover a wide range of visually stunning short films that
topics and themes. inspire and captivate,

www.facebook.com/Crossview

o Glen Marais, Kemptton Park & andvicsagraphy

¥ rita@crossviewproductions.com
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What is the next evolution in farming?
Pick an insurer that's already there.

Farming isc

To find out more about our agriculture insurance, Sa n ta m
speak to your intermediary or visit santam.co.za/products/agriculture.
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South Africa’s Pig Industry
In Autumn: Pressures, Recovery,
and Seasonal Realities

South Africa’s pig industry
remains a relatively small
but strategically important

component of the agricultural

sector, contributing roughly
2.1%-2.2% to agricultural
GDP and supplying a vital
source of affordable animal
protein. As the country
moves into autumn, the
industry enters a transitional
period shaped by seasonal
feed dynamics, disease risks,
and shifting market demand.

Industry Overview and
Structure

South Africa produces
approximately 200 000 to 250
000 tonnes of pork annually,

with a national herd of around
1.5 million pigs. The sector
includes roughly 400 commercial
producers alongside a large
number of smallholder farmers,
with production concentrated

in provinces such as Gauteng,
Western Cape, Limpopo, and North
West.

Production systems are largely
intensive, with commercial
units typically housing between
600 and 5 000 sows, reflecting
a trend toward consolidation
and economies of scale. Feed
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accounts for up to 75% of
production costs, making
profitability highly sensitive to grain
prices.

Despite its efficiency, pork
remains a smaller contributor to
South Africa’s meat consumption
compared to poultry and beef,
though it plays a key role as a
relatively affordable protein option
for consumers.

Autumn Feed Dynamics
and Cost Pressures

Autumn is a critical period for pig
producers because it coincides
with the aftermath of the summer
grain season. In years of poor
rainfall, such as the 2024 drought,
maize yields fell by around 20% and
soybean yields by 35%, significantly
increasing feed prices.

These higher feed costs typically
carry into autumn, placing pressure
on producers’ margins. Since pigs
rely heavily on grain-based diets,
any disruption in crop production

directly affects profitability. As

a result, autumn often becomes

a period of financial tightening,
with producers adjusting

feed strategies, reducing herd
expansion, or delaying investments.

However, in seasons following
good rainfall, improved grain
supply can stabilise or reduce
feed costs, offering some relief.

In 2025, improved agricultural
conditions contributed to broader
sector recovery, although livestock
subsectors still faced challenges.

Disease Risks and
Biosecurity in Cooler
Months

Autumn also marks a period of
heightened disease vigilance.
Cooler temperatures and increased
animal housing can elevate the
risk of disease transmission,
particularly in intensive systems.

South Africa’s pig industry is
currently under pressure from
outbreaks of African swine fever
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(ASF) and foot-and-mouth disease
(FMD). As of late 2025, confirmed
cases of both diseases were
reported across multiple provinces,
including Gauteng, Free State,
North West, and KwaZulu-Natal.

ASF is especially concerning due
to its high mortality rate and the
need for culling infected herds.
Recent outbreaks have resulted
in significant losses, including
the culling of breeding stock and
reduced production capacity.

During autumn, producers typically
intensify biosecurity measures—
restricting farm access, improving
sanitation, and monitoring

animal health closely—to prevent
outbreaks that could devastate
operations.

Market Trends and
Seasonal Demand

From a market perspective, autumn
is a stabilisation phase between
the high-demand festive season
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demand in South Africa has shown
gradual growth in recent years,
driven by consumers seeking more
affordable protein alternatives.

At the same time, supply
constraints caused by disease
outbreaks and earlier production
challenges have contributed to
rising pork prices. Between mid-
2025 and early 2026, carcass
prices increased significantly as
supply tightened.

Trade dynamics also play a role.
South Africa imports approximately
25 000 tonnes of pork annually,
mainly from Europe and the
Americas, while exporting smaller
volumes to neighbouring countries
such as Mozambique and Namibia.

Autumn therefore often sees a
balancing act between domestic
supply recovery and import
competition, with processors and
retailers adjusting procurement
strategies accordingly.

and the slower winter months. Pork

Opportunities and Outlook

Despite current pressures, the
outlook for the pig industry remains
cautiously optimistic. Rising
consumer demand, improving
prices, and ongoing investment in
efficient production systems are
supporting gradual recovery.

There is also growing interest

in niche markets, including
free-range and organic pork, as
well as opportunities to expand
local consumption. Additionally,
improved genetics, technology
adoption, and better feed efficiency
continue to enhance productivity
across commercial operations.

However, long-term sustainability
will depend on managing key
risks—particularly feed cost
volatility, disease control, and
climate variability. Strengthening
biosecurity, improving local

feed production resilience, and
supporting smallholder integration
into formal markets will be critical
priorities.

Conclusion

As autumn settles across South
Africa, the pig industry finds itself
navigating a complex landscape.
Seasonal feed costs, disease
threats, and market adjustments
define this period, yet the sector
continues to demonstrate
resilience.

With strong fundamentals and
growing demand for affordable
protein, South Africa’s pig industry
remains positioned for recovery—
provided it can effectively manage
the risks that autumn so often
brings.

Source: FARMhere article
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Algar Clamp and Weigh

* The Clamp and Weigh crate is ideal for quickly and
efficiently working with your animals. You can securely
clamp your sheep to get an accurate weight, and inject or
doses your animals safely and saves you labour

« The crate helps maintain the flow of animals by not
having sliding gates that interrupt the animals'
movement.

082 324 6256
www.algar.co.za

Graphic Design
Services

FROM PRINT DESIGN TO LOGO DESIGN AND

EVERYTHING INBETWEEN.

®m Brochures m Logos

B Reports m Corporate branding

m Magazines m Signage

m Adverts (print and social media) m Posters

® Word and PPT formatting and B Letterheads ¢ Business cards
template design * Flyers

m Invitations B Transcribing (audio to text)

For more information please contact:
082 784 1838

cpietersen001@gmail.com
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Avian Flu Vaccination in
South Africa: Progress, Policy
Constraints, and Emerging Risks

A Sector Still Recovering

The urgency of vaccination is rooted in the
devastating 2023 avian influenza outbreak, during
which South Africa lost roughly a third of its national
chicken flock. This event had severe implications for
food security, egg supply, and poultry prices. Although
the sector showed signs of recovery in 2024, the risk
of recurrence remains high, particularly during winter
months when outbreaks are more common.

New outbreaks in 2025, including confirmed H5N1
cases in Mpumalanga and North West, reinforced the
persistent threat, with further culling of birds required
to contain spread.

Policy Shift Toward Vaccination

In response, the South African government initiated a
major policy shift in 2025 by approving the country’s
first-ever poultry vaccination programme. The
Department of Agriculture announced a controlled,
science-based rollout aimed at reducing the risk of
future outbreaks.

Three vaccines targeting HPAI H5 strains were
registered for use under national legislation, and initial

FARMhere

South Africa’s poultry industry is
navigating a complex and evolving
challenge as it attempts to implement
vaccination against Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI), commonly

known as bird flu. While the country has
made significant policy shifts since 2025,
practical implementation barriers and
regulatory constraints are creating what
many industry stakeholders describe as a
looming crisis.

permits were granted to selected producers to begin
vaccination on a limited scale.

This marked a departure from previous reliance on
biosecurity measures and culling, aligning South
Africa with international disease management
practices where vaccination is increasingly used as a
preventative tool.

The Core Problem: Regulation vs
Implementation

Despite policy approval, implementation has been
slow and uneven. Avian influenza remains classified
as a “controlled disease,” meaning vaccination
programmes are tightly regulated by the state, and
farmers cannot vaccinate independently.

Industry bodies, including the South African Poultry
Association (SAPA), argue that the regulatory
framework is overly complex, expensive, and
impractical. Requirements include strict surveillance,
biosecurity audits, and detailed reporting systems
before vaccination can be approved.

As of early 2026, reports indicate that only a limited
number of farms have received approval, with some
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describing the rollout as effectively
stalled.

Availability of Vaccines, but
Limited Access

A critical point of tension is that
vaccine supply itself is not the
primary constraint. According to
industry stakeholders, at least three
registered vaccines are already
available within South Africa,

and there is sufficient capacity

to begin widespread vaccination
immediately.

However, producers are unable
to proceed due to regulatory
bottlenecks rather than supply
shortages. This disconnect
between availability and access
is central to the current “vaccine
issue.”

Economic and Food
Security Implications

The implications of delayed
vaccination extend beyond farm-
level losses. Poultry is South
Africa’'s most affordable and widely
consumed protein source, making
the sector critical to national food
security.

Industry warnings suggest that
without an effective vaccination
rollout, South Africa could face:

+ Renewed large-scale culling of
poultry

+ Increased chicken and egg prices

+ Supply shortages

+ Greater reliance on imports

Some advocacy groups have
already warned that bird flu
could become the country’s next
major food security crisis if not
proactively managed.

Operational and Trade
Concerns

Vaccination also introduces
technical and trade-related
complexities. Experts highlight that
vaccinated birds may complicate
disease surveillance, as it becomes
harder to distinguish between
infected and vaccinated animals
without advanced testing systems.

There are also concerns about
export markets. Some countries
impose restrictions on poultry
imports from nations that
vaccinate against avian influenza,
which could affect South Africa’s
trade competitiveness.

Early Adoption and Pilot
Programmes

Despite these challenges, limited
progress has been made. Large
producers such as Astral Foods
have begun pilot vaccination
programmes on selected breeder
farms following regulatory
approval.

These pilot projects are intended to
test protocols, monitoring systems,
and vaccine efficacy under South
African conditions before wider
rollout. However, their scale

remains insufficient to provide
industry-wide protection.

The Way Forward

Experts increasingly agree that
vaccination will play a critical role
in managing avian influenza in
South Africa. Biosecurity alone
has proven insufficient to prevent
outbreaks, especially given global
spread patterns of H5N1.

The central issue is no longer
whether to vaccinate, but how to
implement vaccination efficiently
without compromising surveillance,
trade, or public health.

Conclusion

South Africa’s avian flu vaccine
challenge is not a matter of
scientific uncertainty or supply
shortages, but rather one of
regulatory execution. While the
country has taken a significant step
by approving vaccination, delays

in implementation are leaving the
poultry sector exposed to renewed
outbreaks.

Unless regulatory frameworks

are streamlined and support
mechanisms—such as funding and
practical guidelines—are improved,
the gap between policy and
practice may continue to widen. In
a sector as vital as poultry, this gap
carries significant risks not only
for farmers, but for national food
security as a whole.

Source: FARMhere article
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Liver Fluke (All Stages)

& Roundworms

TImidothiazole TBenzimidazole

KAH/PM083/2024/1

Product name: Trinex Plus 19,5% Registration number: Reg No. G3814 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Each 1 m¢ ins: L i
Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa.
AGRI Export countries: Botswana - BV2100461/A [VPS]; Namibia - V14/18.1.8/1244 Act 13/2003

le 7,5 % m/v, Triclabendazole 12,0 % m/v
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6SENSAKO
Invest in Pure Sunflower Potential

With Sensako’s sunflower cultivars we can help you plant with
confidence and change good plans into excellent yields.

SNK 242 CL
SY 3970 CL
SNK 270 CL
SNK 441 CL

* High oil content with premiums according to production scale.
- Suitable for planting in a Clearfield production system.

» Adapted to local growing conditions.

* Suitable for early and late plantings.

We help you grow

W | syngenta.co.za

f | SENSAKO

Yt | SENSAKO

t | 27 (0) 58 303 4690

syngenta

FARMhere
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www.syngenta.co.za
tel:+27583034690

FOR THE MEN

@ Bloem Show 2026

AGRICULTURAL
EXHIBITIONS
EXHIBITIONS
AND DRINKS

SA SADDLE
HORSES

@BU% 23 April - 2 May 2026 | 051448 9894 NG
O www.bloemshow.co.za for the detailed program
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READY TO ROLL
READY TO HARVEST

PRE-SEASON INSPECTION GENUINE CASE IH PARTS.
GENUINE

HIGH PERFORMANCE
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Did you know?

OF PORK 30 March - S April 2026

Pork market update Week 14
30/Mar/-5 Apr 2026

WEEKLY PRICE CHANGE

¥ =

-1,1% [}) -03% [P
-R37,00/t ki ) -R0,10/kg T

* it
YELLOW MAIZE PRICE PRODUCER PRICE
R3 460 per tonne R40,67 per kg il
* JSE EDM SPOT PRICE: #ABATTOIR PURCHASE PRICE (EXCL, SOWS) .

The spot price refers to the closing price of the The abattoir purchase price refers to the price paid to i

current contrack month For the yellow maize producers, per kg, Prices are based on the chilled carcass mass,
instrument, as traded on the Johannesburg Stock including the fifth quarter. Prices exclude value added tax
Exchange (JSE) Equity Derivatives Market (EDM). (VAT), transportation, and commission. Data sourced from the

Data sourced from Agribase. Red Meat Abattoir Association.

S‘E‘i:'Fth

02026, Published by the Scuth African Pork Producers’ Organisation [SAPPO), The infoemation provided is for general informational pueperses. Al information is provided in good Faitk; howewer, we
make no representation of warranty of any kind, express o impleed, regarding the accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliabaity, avadabidaty, or completeness of any infarmation proveded For any pur pose

- b

Decreased producer and yellow maize prices during week 14

During week 14 of 2026, the pork producer price averaged R40,67/kg, 0,3% lower
than the previous week. The yellow maize price averaged R3 460/t, 1,1% lower than
the previous week. Producer prices in relation to yellow maize prices averaged 11,8,
0,9% higher than the previous week.

Download report
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tel:+27835514615
tel:+27795258092
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SAT

ROOIBOKKE
BLESBOKKE
ZEBRAS
BLOUWILDEBEESTE
SWARTWITPENSE
VOLSTRUISE
WATERBOKKE
SPRINGBOKKE
KUDU

SWART ROOIBOKKE
~ Miecke Hatley (Veiling): 079 522 5380
Malcolm Hatley (Highland): 079 674 6027

3] ! Henko Victor (Vleissentraal); 083 551 4615
Hendrik v/d Walt (Vleissentraal): 083 628 9301



tel:+27795225380
tel:+27798746027
tel:+27835514615
tel:+27836289301

AMATOLA

VIDEO / CATALOGUE SIMULCAST WEANER SALE

22" April 2026 @ 12h00

Q@ Stutterheim Country Club

UFFEH 2 0 0 0

PRECONDITIONED WEANERS

All weaners are screened by a committee

Weaned two weeks prior to the sale

Inoculated against BVD

Dehorned
[{(nj‘.(/ i
i
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Slaughter Trends in South Africa

(Last 12 Months)

Biosecurity pressure, feed
economics and shifting

protein demand reshape the
red meat industry

In Die Kort

South Africa’s abattoir throughput over the past
12 months reflects a mixed livestock cycle: cattle
slaughter remains constrained, sheep are under
demand pressure, while pigs show the strongest
growth momentum.

Key structural drivers:

+ Disease pressure (notably Foot-and-Mouth Disease
controls)

+ Herd rebuilding after earlier drought cycles
+ Lower feed costs supporting intensive systems

+ Shifting consumer demand toward affordable
proteins

Infrastructure snapshot: national
slaughter volumes (estimated formal
market)

FIGURE 1: Annual Throughput by Species (2024/25)
(Formal abattoirs only — informal goat sector excluded)

CATTLE | m +2.8 million
SHEEP | mm— +4.0 million
PIGS | +2.0 million (est.)

Sources: Red Meat Industry Services (RMIS),
Agricultural Research Council (ARC), Bureau for Food
and Agricultural Policy (BFAP), Agri Levy Services

Interpretation

Winter peak (June—August): Feed shortages increase
offloading

Spring stabilisation: Herd rebuilding begins

FARMhere

Summer slowdown: Retention for breeding + festive
demand distortion

What drove the market over the last 12
months?

1. Disease pressure & biosecurity constraints
(negative)

Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreaks remained

the most disruptive factor.

Market effect:

* Movement restrictions reduced slaughter flow in
affected zones

« Export disruptions weakened price incentives

+ Temporary herd quarantines delayed market
readiness

* Net effect: Lower cattle throughput and regional
volatility

Source: Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and
Rural Development (DALRRD), Agbiz sector reports

2. Herd rebuilding after drought (short-term
negative, long-term positive)

Producers retained breeding stock following earlier

drought stress cycles.

Impact chain:

+ Fewer animals sent to feedlots

+ Reduced immediate slaughter supply

+ Stronger long-term production base developing

Structural implication: Suppressed slaughter is
partially “delayed supply,” not lost supply
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3. Lower feed cost environment
(positive for intensive
systems)

Improved maize and soybean

availability reduced feed input

pressure.

Result:

+ Feedlots improved margins

+ Pig production became more
competitive

+ Higher finishing weights in some
cattle systems

Strongest beneficiary: Pork
industry (short production cycles +
feed efficiency)

4. Consumer pressure & protein
switching (mixed impact)

Inflationary food pressure reshaped

meat demand:

+ Beef and lamb demand softened
at retail level

+ Pork demand strengthened as a
lower-cost protein alternative

Net shift: Demand substitution
rather than total demand growth

5. Export access & trade friction
(constrained positive)

Export opportunities improved early
in the cycle.

However, animal health restrictions
limited full expansion.

Outcome: Partial export recovery,
but below potential capacity

6. Informal market distortion
(structural blind spot)

Goat slaughter volumes remain
significantly underreported in

<

KYRON
AGRI

THIS SEASON

FARMhere

formal datasets.

+ Estimated >3 million goats
slaughtered annually in informal
channels

+ Cultural and rural consumption
drives decentralised processing

+ Implication: Official slaughter
statistics understate total meat
output in SA

Source: Farmers Weekly SA
industry analysis

Species performance
summary

Cattle

Flat to slightly declining
slaughter trend

Driven by herd rebuilding + FMD
disruptions

+ Stabilising feed conditions
support future recovery

SHEEP

Pressure from high retail pricing

Weak demand elasticity

Stable production but limited

growth momentum

Pigs

Best-performing sector

Supported by:

+ Lower feed costs

+ Strong affordability demand

+ Fast biological turnaround cycles

Key industry signals

What is improving

+ Feed conversion economics

" REDWATER & TICK-BORNE GALLSICKNESS ‘l-

(ANAPLASMOSIS) IN ITS TRACKS

(pigs & feedlots)

+ Production efficiency in intensive
systems

* Medium-term herd recovery base
building

What is under pressure

Biosecurity and disease control
systems

+ Sheep consumption affordability

 Export consistency due to health
restrictions

INDUSTRY CONCLUSION

South Africa’s slaughter statistics
over the past 12 months do not
reflect a uniform decline, but rather
a structural transition phase in
livestock cycles.

The dominant theme is clear:

> Biosecurity risk + herd rebuilding
are suppressing cattle throughput,
while affordability-driven demand
is reshaping species preference
toward pork.

If disease management stabilises
and herd rebuilding completes its
cycle, the industry is positioned
for a measured recovery in

cattle throughput supported by
favourable feed economics.

Sources

Red Meat Industry Services (RMIS)

Agricultural Research Council (ARC) Beef
Bulletin (2025-2026)

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform
and Rural Development (DALRRD)

Bureau for Food and Agricultural Policy
(BFAP)

Agbiz Agricultural Outlook Reports (2025)

Farmers Weekly South Africa (livestock
market analysis)

Product name: Babex Registration

n number: G4109 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Each 1 m¢ contains: Imidocarb dipropiof egi
Act 36/1947 lSu ith Africa). Composition: Diminazene 70 mg/m¢, Phenazone 375 mg/mé E pon countries: Namibia - Vl3/17 42/1187 Act 13/2003 [NSQ| Registration holder: Kyron Animal
ark, Rooi

Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Busi

ihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Afri

nate 12 % m/v. Product name: Rednil Registration number:

G391
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HORSES
DIRECTLY AFTER CHICKENS
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\ Ruad), Rayton
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| atthisAUCTION |/ S bbbl
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Marlise | 065 716 4689 (Online)  Jim Makgae | 073 735 9195 (Marketing)
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®®®® Platini:m

o baa e
A DAYS CONTROL
o OF BLUE TICK*
%&t EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
A 2
E oA t Macrocyclic lactone

Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Product Name: Ivermax Platinum LA. Registration Number: G3832 Act 36/1947
(South Africa). Composition: Ivermectin 3,15 % m/v. Export countries: Botswana — BV2100245/A[VPS]; Namibia — V13/18.1.2/1186[NS0].
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\ 7 Star Elite
HORSE AUCTION

Kyalami Equestrian Park (Lipizzaner Hall) | Kyalami | JHB

2026

1A

BREEDING | STUD | SHOWING | DRESSAGE | SHOW JUMPING | EVENTING
HIGH-END COMPETITION HORSES OF VARIOUS BREEDS & DISCIPLINES.

AUCTION SCHEDULE ENTRANCE OPTIONS
* Pre-Bidding @08:00 * Grandstand Entry: FREE
* LIVE AUCTION @12:00 * VIP Experience: R500 p/p

(Pre-booked ring-side luxury with catering & champagne)

AUCTION ENTRIES WELCOME!
Entries | Enquiries | VIP Bookings: CHANTEL KROG - 082 842 8506

cdpauctions.co.za

Corne du Plessis | 076 101 9996
oy, PW van Heerden | 083 627 4133 (Auctioneer)
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BROAD-SPECTRUM TICK & ROUNDWORM CONTROL

A ready-to-use pour-on & residual action
tick and roundworm control.

KAH/PM122/2024/2

Product Name: Attila Registration Nu mher G4197 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Compns ition: Fipronil 0,9% m/v, Abamect in 0 5% m/v. Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. Nr. 2004/021847/07,
Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Botswana - BV2200603/A/B[VPS]; Namibia - V19/18.2/1442
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Biosecurity and Disease Control

in South African Agriculture:
Strengthening Resilience Amid Seasonal Risks

Biosecurity remains a
cornerstone of sustainable
agriculture in South Africa,
particularly as farmers
navigate the challenges
associated with seasonal
transitions. During autumn,
shifting temperatures,
increased moisture in
certain regions, and animal
movement patterns can
elevate the risk of disease
outbreaks in both livestock
and crops. As a result,
heightened monitoring,
preventative protocols, and
coordinated responses across
the agricultural value chain
are critical to safeguarding
productivity and food
security.

At its core, biosecurity refers

to a set of management

practices designed to prevent

the introduction and spread of
harmful organisms, including
bacteria, viruses, fungi, and pests.
In South Africa, where agriculture
contributes significantly to rural
livelihoods and national food
systems, effective disease control
is essential not only for farm-level
success but also for maintaining
export standards and market
access.

The Department of Agriculture,
Land Reform and Rural

FARMhere

PLEASE RESPECT OUR

FARM BIOSECURITY PLAN
J : e

Development (DALRRD) plays a
central role in coordinating disease

surveillance and response systems.

Through its veterinary services
and plant health divisions, DALRRD
monitors outbreaks, enforces
quarantine regulations, and
provides guidance to producers.
According to DALRRD, early
detection and rapid response
remain the most effective tools

in limiting economic losses

associated with disease outbreaks.

In the livestock sector, diseases
such as foot-and-mouth disease
(FMD), brucellosis, and African
swine fever (ASF) continue to
pose significant threats. South
Africa has experienced recurring
FMD outbreaks in recent years,
particularly in provinces like
Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal.

These outbreaks have resulted

in movement restrictions, trade
limitations, and financial strain

for affected farmers. The World
Organisation for Animal Health
(WOAH) emphasizes that strict
movement control, vaccination
where applicable, and traceability
systems are key to managing such
transboundary animal diseases.

On-farm biosecurity practices are
therefore non-negotiable. Farmers
are encouraged to implement
controlled access points, disinfect
vehicles and equipment, and
maintain accurate livestock
records. Isolation of new or
returning animals is another critical
measure to prevent introducing
pathogens into established

herds. The Red Meat Producers’
Organisation (RPO) South Africa

66



consistently advises producers to
adopt a “closed herd” approach
where feasible, minimizing external
animal introductions.

In addition to livestock, plant health
is equally vital. Autumn marks a
transitional period for many crop
systems, including the preparation
and planting of winter crops such
as wheat, barley, and canola. During
this time, fungal diseases and
soil-borne pathogens can become
more prevalent due to cooler and
wetter conditions. The Agricultural
Research Council (ARC) highlights
the importance of crop rotation,
resistant cultivars, and seed
treatment as effective strategies to
reduce disease incidence.

Integrated pest management
(IPM) also plays a significant
role in plant biosecurity. This
approach combines biological,
cultural, and chemical methods
to manage pests sustainably.
Monitoring pest populations and
applying interventions only when
thresholds are exceeded helps
reduce resistance development and
environmental impact. According
to the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), IPM not only
improves crop health but also
enhances long-term agricultural
resilience.

Another critical dimension of
biosecurity is border control and
import regulation. South Africa
enforces strict phytosanitary and

MAAK

MORSDOOD

Gereed-om-te-gebruik
opgietmiddel geregistreer vir
karoo-verlammings bosluis

K

KYRON
AGRI

FARMhere

veterinary import requirements to
prevent the introduction of foreign
pests and diseases. The National
Plant Protection Organisation of
South Africa (NPPOZA) works
alongside customs officials to
inspect imported plant materials,
ensuring compliance with
international standards. Similarly,
livestock imports are subject to
rigorous health certification and
quarantine protocols.

Climate variability further
complicates disease dynamics.
Changing rainfall patterns and
temperature fluctuations can
alter the distribution of vectors
such as ticks and insects,
increasing the risk of disease
transmission. The South African
Weather Service (SAWS) has
noted that climate-linked shifts
can influence the prevalence of
vector-borne diseases, making
ongoing surveillance and adaptive
management essential.

Collaboration across sectors is
increasingly recognized as vital
for effective biosecurity. The “One
Health” approach, promoted by
organizations such as the World
Health Organization (WHO) and
FAQ, integrates human, animal,
and environmental health
considerations. In practice,

this means improved data

sharing between veterinarians,
agronomists, public health officials,
and farmers to ensure coordinated
responses to emerging threats.

|

Education and training are equally
important. Extension services and
industry bodies continue to provide
farmers with updated information
on disease identification, reporting
protocols, and preventative
measures. Digital tools and mobile
platforms are also expanding
access to real-time alerts and
advisory services, enabling quicker
decision-making at farm level.

In conclusion, biosecurity and
disease control are fundamental
to the stability and growth of
South African agriculture. As
seasonal conditions shift and
global trade continues to expand,
the risks associated with disease
outbreaks remain ever-present.
Through vigilant monitoring, strict
on-farm practices, and strong
institutional support, the sector can
mitigate these risks and maintain
both productivity and market
confidence.

Sources:

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform
and Rural Development (DALRRD)
Agricultural Research Council (ARC)

Red Meat Producers’ Organisation (RPO)
South Africa

World Organisation for Animal Health
(WOAH)

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

National Plant Protection Organisation of
South Africa (NPPOZA)

South African Weather Service (SAWS)
World Health Organization (WHO)
Source: FARMhere article

Produk naam: Maxipour‘ Registrasienommer: G3567 Wet 36/1947 (Suid Afrika). Bevat: Flumetrien 1 % m/v Uitvoerlande: Namibié - V05/18.3.3/287 Wet 13/2003 Registrasiehouer:
Kyron Animal Health (Edms) Bpk., Co. Reg. Nr. 2004/021847/07, Eenheid 45C, 45 Parkview Straat, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Uitbr. 31, Centurion, 0157, Suid Afrika.
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Livestock TTEIIISI]O“

Your trusted partner is safe and effecient animal transportation anywhere in 5. A!

Load Capacities:

Sheep and Goats:
350-750 animals

ttle:

+-50 Cows
+-100 Calves

® 072253 6109
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WEDNESDAY

18 MARCH 2026

BELA-BELA

FRIDAY
20 MARCH 2026

NORTHAM
ELLISRAS

SPECIAL BONSMARA

OFFEF!

SONDAG

ANDRE KOCK & SEUN/SON

LIMPOPO

BELA-BELA

Paul v Vuuren 083 230 3595
Paul v Vuuren Jnr. 0B3 658 7318
Marivs Laurens 082 572 2499

NORTHAM & DWAALBOOM
Wentzel v Wyk 082 507 6967
Org Pistorius 083 417 2376

POLOKWANE
Jannie de Beer 082 BOB 2541
Juan de Beer 082 892 9703

ELLISRAS, STEENBOKPAN & SENTRUM
At Vermaaok 082 578 9615
Meels Vermaaok 082 308 3122

VAALWATER
Wenrzel v Wyk 082 507 6967

BALTIMORE
CF Ackermonn 083 677 4481

ALLDAYS & VIVO
Mark Baker 064 619 0517

ROEDTAN
Jannie de Beer 082 808 2541
Jannie Breytenbach 084 761 6215

BRITS
Steve Horn 082 680 0864
Drian vd Berg 074 439 6355

KANTOOR: 014 004 0028/9 | PAULV VUUREN 083 230 3595 | JOSSIESTEYN 083 230 5805

UPCOMING

LIMPOPO

VALID PERMIT

TO MOVE

ANIMALS IS

REQUIRED TO

S Ells

LIVESTOCK!

E&EEI

Ji:

SIS <

SCAN QR CODE TO

DOWNLOAD PERMIT
APPLICATION FORM

VERY STRICT BIO-SECURITY MEASURES WILL BE IN PLACE!

FARMhere

CONTACT 014 004 008/9 FOR MORE

INFORMATION
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LEWENDEHAWE - WILD « LOSGOED « EIENDOM /“" LIVESTOCK « GAME - MOVABLE ASSETS - PROPERTY

Tel: 0154913141 » www.vleissentraal.co.za

BIETBESTER COF
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LIVESTOCK - GAME - MOVABLE ASSETS « PROPERTY /*’ LEWENDEHAWE - WILD « LOSGOED - EIENDOM

www.vleissentraal.co.za
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AFRIDOME - PARYS, VRYSTAAT



SA MUTTON MERINO
Frankfort Golf Club, Frankfort
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Bloem Showgrounds, Bloemfontein

BONSMARA —T T ED
i ot ,(;AHQEkL_E_D--- [FEEN MEATMASTER
AUG Bloem Showgrounds, Bloemfontein

[ RANG UEE—-I—TEEE[E:DP UCTION

14 AFRIKANER
Bloemskougronde, Bloemfontein

14 TULI

13 UG Lettie Fouche Skool, Bloemfontein
BRAFORD
JUN Afridome, Parys 22 SENEPOL
Afridome, Parys
22 SIMBRA

VAR CEEFMASTER BAIER Afridome, Parys
sl Afridome, Parys

AR S ANCELLED

18 BEEF SHORTHORN

11 BORAN SIS Sioem Showgrounds, Bloemfontein
JUL Afridome, Parys

| I3 BOER GOAT

16 BRAUNVIEH )
Ol Eloem Showgrounds, Bloemfontein

JUL Afridome, Parys

INTERNATIONAL AUCTION
4-5 DORPER / MEATMASTER / VAN ROOY / PERSIE

NOV Upington Showgrounds, Upmgton

5 SA MUTTON MERINO
Bloem Showgrounds, Bloemfontein

LEWENDEHAWE - WILD - LOSGOED - EIENDOM /@' LIVESTOCK - GAME - MOVABLE ASSETS - PROPERTY

Tel: 0124609916 - hoofkantoor@vleissentraal.co.za
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tel:+27124609916
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LEWENDEHAWE - WILD - LOSGOED - EIENDOM ) LIVESTOCK - GAME - MOVABLE ASSETS - PROPERTY

LET'S TALK FOOT-
AND-MOUTH DISEASE

Misperception x Truth @
Closing all livestock markets will Disease control relies on
stop the spread of FMD. biosecurity, traceability, and

regulated movement. Blanket
closures without viable
alternatives may drive livestock
owners toward informal or illegal
movements, which can actually
increase the risk of FMD.

Misperception x Truth @
FMD outbreaks occur because FMD is highly contagious and can
livestock owners are negligent. occur despite good farming

practices. Early reporting and
transparency are essential for
effective control.

Misperception x Truth @

All cattle movements are Movements may take place legally
prohibited during FMD outbreaks. under the required permits and
veterinary supervision, depending
on the zone and level of risk.

For accurate information and professional
guidance, contact our marketers.

LEWENDEHAWE - WILD - LOSGOED - EIENDOM } LIVESTOCK - GAME - MOVABLE ASSETS - PROPERTY
¥ THE BEST BID

017 819 1106 » ermelo@vleissentraal.co.za » www.vleissentraal.co.za

Leaders in marketing of:
Livestock | Stud Stock | Game | Slaughter Stock | Movable Assets | Dispersal Sales & Property




“‘Blema ba Kan

Voorspoedige Nuwejaar!
Veilingsdatums vir 2026:

11 Junie 2026, Reitz
Sl s 2020_bans
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Did you know?

9 MOST COMMON GOAT BREEDS IN AMERICA

1. ALPINE

A strong dairy breed known for its hardiness and
high milk production. Recognized by its upright
ears and variety of coat colors.

2. NUBIAN

Dual-purpose for milk and meat. Famous for its
long floppy ears and rich, high-butterfat milk.

3. SAANEN

Large, white-coated dairy goats with a gentle
temperament. Often called the “Holstein of
goats” for their milk volume.

4. LAMANCHA

Unique for their tiny ears and calm nature.
Excellent milk producers with a friendly
disposition.

5. BOER

The most popular meat goat breed. Stocky, fast-
growing, and easy to manage.

FARMhere

6. TOGGENBURG

One of the oldest dairy breeds. Known for
consistent milk flow and a distinct brown coat
with white markings.

7. NIGERIAN DWARF

Miniature dairy goats with sweet personalities.
Their milk is rich and creamy, perfect for cheese
and soap.

8. ANGORA

Fiber goats that produce luxurious mohair.
They have long, curly coats and require regular
shearing.

9. PYGMY

Small, sturdy goats often kept as pets or for
small-scale meat production. Energetic and great
for hobby farms

Follow for more farm wisdom

Source: https://www.facebook.com/100007920632868/pos
1s/4065924633681518/?rdid=AsJHswzdl1Mbz0Ro#
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https://www.facebook.com/100007920632868/posts/4065924633681518/?rdid=AsJHswzdI1Mbz0Ro#
https://www.facebook.com/100007920632868/posts/4065924633681518/?rdid=AsJHswzdI1Mbz0Ro#

Auction results

Flashback - The Great Out Of Africa
Meatmaster Auction

What an excellent day with top-quality rams and ewes!

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DAY:

Most Expensive Ram — R45,000
Lot 7

Seller: Willem vd Berg / Sterkfontein
Meatmasters

Buyers: Moneymaker Meatmasters & Paradys
Meatmasters
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Most Expensive Ewe — R45,000
Lot 51B

Seller: Hein Nagel / Nagel Meatmasters
Buyer: Yield Agri
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Congratulations to all the buyers and sellers!

May these purchases add great value and further strengthen your flocks.

A sincere thank you to every buyer for your support - it is truly appreciated!

FARMhere




TLU SA
TRAUMAFONDS

Hulp vir boere in nood.
Droeé tye?
Het geweld getref?
Geen inkomste?
Gemeenskappe in nood?

Ons bied (soos moontlik):
Berading na trauma

Hulp na plaasaanvalle

“8 Droogtehulpen
voedselondersteuning

Opleiding en opheffing

Noodleniging vir gesinne
sonder inkomste

BROAD-SPECTRUM TICK & ROUNDWORM CONTROL
A ready-to-use pour-on & residual action
tick and roundworm control.

FARMhere

KAH/PMR2/2024/2


https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1DFgcQtFQ1/

FUN FACT

ILE DE FRANCE

In lle de France
sheep, strong,
well-structured
feet and legs are
just as important
as muscle!

Gracilis
— Semitendinosus

o )
Biceps Femaris

" Biceps Femaoris
Semimembrancsus
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www.iledefrance.co.za
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What's happening in

Markets

&1

BEEF

A2/3 = R61.75
B2/3 = R 57.25
C2/3 = R 56.25
Weaners = R 42.77

SHEEP

A2/3 = R93.75
B2/3 = R77.00
C2/3 = R72.75
Feeder Lamb =R 47.65

GOATS

Ewes = R 40.84
Kids <30kg = R 59.67
Kids 30-40kg = R 55.84
Kids > 40kg = R 22.55

dh

PIGS

Porkers =

Baconers =

CHICKEN EXCHANGE
RATE
Frozen = R34.78 Maize = R3155/t R/S= R16.33
Fresh = R42.13 Soybeans = R 6750 /t R/f= R 22.00
IQF = R 38.50 Sunflower = R 8678/t R/ €= R19.15
Wheat = R 5682 /t
As at 10 April 2025

FARMhere

www.amtrends.co.za

R42.46
R 40.38
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Heavenly Father,

We bring before You the farmers of South Africa, who rise early and labour faithfully
over the land entrusted to them. You have said, “The earth is the Lord’s, and
everything in it” (Psalm 24:1, NLT), and so we acknowledge that all provision comes
from Your hand.

Grant them strength for each day, wisdom in every decision, and endurance
through uncertainty. In seasons of drought, send rain; in times of hardship, provide
sustenance. As Your Word says, “You crown the year with a bountiful harvest”
(Psalm 65:11, NLT).

Protect their livestock, their crops, and their families. Guard them against loss,
danger, and discouragement. Remind them that “those who plant in tears will
harvest with shouts of joy” (Psalm 126:5, NLT).

May their work remain fruitful, their hope steadfast, and their trust anchored in You
alone.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen

Thank you for reading our magazine! Forward this inspirational magazine to your friends and
family via WhatsApp so that they also can be part of our agri family.



https://web.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063462280063
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