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BOERhier / FARMhere, with marketing and client
services managed by our dedicated team.
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is protected by copyright. All rights are strictly
reserved. No material may be reproduced,
distributed or republished without prior written
permission.

Contact Us
For editorial, advertising or general enquiries:

Tel: 073 895 6392
Email: info@boerhier.co.za

Web: www.boerhier.co.za
Web: www.farmhere.co.za

Disclaimer

While every reasonable effort is made to publish
accurate and relevant information, FARMhere and
BOERhier accept no liability for any loss, damage
or injury arising from the use of, or reliance upon,
products, services, advertisements or information
featured in this publication.

Advertising and contributed content should not
necessarily be regarded as an endorsement

by the publisher. Readers are encouraged

to conduct their own research and, where
appropriate, seek professional advice before
purchasing products, engaging service providers
or acting on information contained in articles or
advertisements.

eamm Click on this icon for the Index page
© D
u Click on this icon to watch a video

@ Click on this icon for more information links



tel:+27738956392
www.boerhier.co.za
www.farmhere.co.za

Editor’s Note

A Season of Preparation, Faith and New Beginnings

FARMhere

September always carries a sense of expectation.

Across South Africa, winter is giving way to spring. Fields are being
prepared, machinery is being checked, livestock management
changes with the warmer weather, and farmers once again look
towards the skies wondering what the coming season will bring.

This September edition of FARMhere is about preparation.

We look at the possibility of El Nifio and what a drier summer

could mean for grazing, water, feed reserves, planting and farm
finances. We examine soil moisture, planting readiness, machinery
maintenance and the real rands-and-cents decisions producers must
make before putting seed into the ground.

For livestock farmers, we focus on grazing capacity, minerals,
spring parasites and FMD biosecurity. We also address veld-fire
preparedness, farm security and protecting ourselves against
diseases and parasites that can pass from animals to people.

But preparation is more than making plans for everything that might
go wrong.

For me, farming continually reminds us of faith.

A farmer plants a seed without being able to command the rain. He
prepares his land without knowing exactly what the season will bring.
He cares for his livestock without controlling tomorrow.

Yet he continues.

“Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy." — Psalm
126:5 (NLT)

Perhaps some of our farmers are entering this new season carrying
exhaustion, financial pressure, uncertainty or disappointment from
the season behind them. My prayer is that September reminds us
that a difficult season does not mean God has forgotten the seed you
have faithfully planted.

Prepare your soil. Protect your livestock. Check your machinery.
Preserve your water. Make wise financial decisions.

And then trust God with what remains beyond your control.

From all of us at FARMhere, may this spring bring renewed strength,
sufficient rain and a harvest that exceeds expectation.

May God protect our farmers, their families, workers and livestock—
and continue to bless South African agriculture.

Lizelle Little
Editor | FARMhere
Honouring God in all we do.



When the Bible speaks about sowing and
reaping, we should not automatically think
about money. Sowing is a spiritual principle that
reaches into every part of our lives. Every day we
are planting seeds through our words, actions,
attitudes, obedience, kindness, forgiveness,
faith, and love.

Galatians 6:7-9 (NLT) teaches us:

«“You will always harvest what you plant.”»

If we sow anger, bitterness and division,
eventually those seeds produce a harvest. But
when we sow patience, forgiveness, compassion
and love, God can use those seeds to produce
something beautiful—not only in our own lives,
but in the lives of others.

Sometimes the harvest takes time.

Galatians 6:9 (NLT) reminds us:

«“So let’s not get tired of doing what is good.
At just the right time we will reap a harvest of
blessing if we don’t give up.”»

Perhaps you have been praying for someone
for years. Perhaps you have continued showing
kindness when it was never returned. Perhaps
you have served God faithfully without
recognition. Do not mistake a delayed harvest
for a forgotten seed. God sees what has been
planted.

Jesus also teaches us that the condition of our
hearts matters. In Luke 8:15 (NLT), speaking
about the seed of God’'s Word, He says that those
with good and honest hearts “cling to it and
patiently produce a huge harvest.”

Therefore, one of the greatest things we can sow
is God’s Word into our hearts. When Scripture
takes root within us, our lives begin producing
its fruit.
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And what should that fruit look like?

Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) tells us:

«“The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in
our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control.”»

These are seeds worth planting.

Jesus gives us another powerful principle in
Luke 6:31 (NLT):

«“Do to others as you would like them to do to
you.”»

Sow encouragement where there is
discouragement. Sow peace where there is
conflict. Sow forgiveness where there has been i
hurt. Sow truth where there is confusion. Sow "
prayer where there seems to be no answer. Sow |
kindness where nobody expects it. Sow the
Word of God into your children, your family and
those around you.

And remember 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 (NLT): Paul
planted, Apollos watered, “but it was God who
made the seed grow.”

Our responsibility is to faithfully sow.
God 'is responsible for the growth.

So keep planting good seed, even when you
cannot yet see anything breaking through the
soil. The harvest God intends may be growing
where your eyes cannot yet see it.

Sow faithfully. Water prayer
And trust God complet

it patiently.

“Those who plant in te
shouts of joy.” — Psalm 1.




EL NINO IS HERE:

Is Your Farm Ready for Summer?

The greatest danger of
a difficult summer is
not always the weather
itself — it is waiting

too long to respond. For
South African farmers,

preparation for the
2026/27 production
season needs to

begin before grazing
deteriorates, dams fall
and feed prices rise.

El Nifio is associated with an
increased risk of hotter and drier
conditions across important parts
of southern Africa, although rainfall
can vary considerably between
regions and individual seasons.
For farmers, the correct response
is therefore not panic, but risk
management.

The decisions made during
September and early spring could
determine how well a farming
operation survives the months
ahead.

1. Recalculate your
stocking rate now

Livestock farmers should assess
how many animals their veld

can realistically carry if rainfall
disappoints.

Do not calculate carrying capacity
according to an ideal summer.
Consider a poorer rainfall scenario.
Identify unproductive cows,
animals with fertility problems and

FARMhere

other stock that could be marketed
before grazing pressure becomes
severe.

Selling strategically while animals
are still in reasonable condition is
very different from being forced
to sell during a drought when feed
costs have escalated and large
numbers of producers may be
sending livestock to market.

Protect your breeding nucleus
before protecting animal numbers.

2. Treat every kilogram of
grass as an asset

The first spring rain can create a
dangerous illusion. Green veld does
not necessarily mean sufficient
grazing.

Avoid overgrazing camps as soon
as new growth appears. Give
plants an opportunity to establish
adequate leaf material and rebuild
root reserves.

Farmers should assess camps

individually, rotate animals carefully
and identify areas that can be
rested. Where possible, preserve
standing dry matter as insurance
against a difficult late summer.

The objective is not simply to have
grazing today — it is to still have
grazing several months from now.



3. Audit your water system

Water may become one of the
biggest constraints during a hot,
dry summer.

Inspect boreholes, pumps,
pipelines, reservoirs, troughs

and dams now. Repair leaking
infrastructure and determine
whether your current water supply
can meet peak livestock demand.

Ask a simple question:

If this farm receives substantially
less rain than expected, how long
can our present water system
sustain the animals?

Know your borehole capacity and
consider backup arrangements

for critical pumps and water
infrastructure. A drought plan
without a water plan is incomplete.

4. Plant according to
moisture — not the
calendar

Crop producers face equally
difficult decisions.

Traditional planting dates should
not automatically determine when
seed enters the soil. Soil-moisture
profiles, local forecasts, cultivar
selection, planting population and
production costs should all form
part of the decision.

Where appropriate, farmers may
need to reconsider planting density,
crop choice or the proportion of
hectares planted.

The objective should be profitable

Maxipour {

KILLS

DEAD

production under realistic
conditions, rather than planting
maximum hectares simply because
those hectares are available.

5. Build feed reserves
before everybody needs
them

Calculate winter and emergency
feed requirements early.

Inventory hay, silage, crop
residues, licks and concentrates.
Determine how many feeding
days are currently available and
what additional reserves would be
required if grazing deteriorates.

Waiting until a drought is obvious
can be expensive. By then, demand
for roughage may have increased,
transport becomes a major cost

and suitable feed may be difficult to

source.

Feed reserves are not wasted
money when they form part
of a properly calculated risk-
management strategy.

6. Stress-test your cash
flow

Perhaps the most important
drought preparation happens
behind a desk.

Calculate what happens if rainfall
is poor, crop yields decline,

supplementary feeding continues
longer than expected or livestock
must be sold earlier than planned.

Identify essential expenditure,

postponable capital purchases
and your minimum monthly cash
requirement.

Speak to financiers and suppliers
before cash flow becomes a crisis.

Prepare for the season you may get

Nobody can control the rain.
Farmers can, however, control
stocking pressure, grazing
management, water security,
planting exposure, feed reserves
and financial planning.

The 2026/27 summer may still
deliver good rainfall in some areas.
That does not make preparation
unnecessary.

Good farming has always
involved preparing for
uncertainty.

Hope for rain. Plan for less.
Protect your veld, your livestock,
your water and your cash flow

— because the decisions made
before a drought are usually
cheaper than the decisions
forced upon you during one.

FARMhere Article

Ready-to-use pour-on for ticks on
cattle, sheep, ostriches and game
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Product name: Maxipour Registration number: G3567 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Contains: Flumethrin 1 % m/v Export countries: Namibia - V05/18.3.3/287 Act 13/2003
Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa.
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Cattle Mobile Crus

with Neck Clamp

o

THE CATTLE MOBILE CRUSH
IS A 2,4M CRUSH ON WHEELS
WITH A NECK CLAMP AT THE FRONT
AND A GUILLOTINE GATE AT THE BACK.

THE MOBILE CRUSH IS ROADWORTHY AND COMES WITH A
CHEVRON.

YOU CAN USE THIS UNIT AS A SCALE WHEN PURCHASING THE
LS4 SCALE (1000MM LOADBARS), WHICH GETS MOUNTED AT
THE BOTTOM.

YOU CAN TRANSPORT A MAXIMUM OF EIGHT
2,3M KRAAL SIDES INSIDE THE TRAILER.
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As South African
farmers prepare for
what could be a hotter
and drier 2026/27
summer, protecting the
moisture already stored
beneath their feet may
prove just as important
as waiting for the next
rainfall event.

South Africa enters the new
production season with a
significant warning. The South
African Weather Service's latest
seasonal outlook indicates that El
Nifio is occurring and is expected
to continue through the 2026/27
summer. Below-normal rainfall

is considered the most likely
outcome across many parts of
the country, together with above-
normal temperatures. However, El
Nifio does not guarantee drought,
making good risk management
more important than trying to
predict individual rainfall events.

There is some good news. Above-
normal rainfall during the 2025/26
summer improved dam levels

and soil-moisture reserves across
much of South Africa’s summer-
rainfall region. The challenge now
is keeping as much of that water in
the soil as possible.
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Disturb the soil only when
necessary

Every unnecessary cultivation
operation can expose moist

soil to sun and wind. Excessive
disturbance can also damage soil
structure and leave fields more
vulnerable to crusting, erosion and
runoff.

This season, ask a simple question
before putting another implement
into a field: Does this operation
genuinely need to be done?

Government is specifically
encouraging crop farmers

to implement climate-smart
agriculture and use implements
aligned with conservation-
agriculture principles to conserve
moisture and minimise erosion.

Keep your soil covered

Crop residue is not waste. Maize
stalks, wheat stubble and other
plant material remaining after
harvest can become valuable
protection for the next crop.

The Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) identifies
permanent soil cover as a
fundamental conservation-
agriculture principle. A mulch layer
suppresses evaporation, increases
water infiltration, shields soil from
raindrop impact and helps maintain
soil moisture.
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Think of residue as armour for your
soil.

Where crop residues are also
required for livestock feed, farmers
naturally face a balancing act. But
wherever possible, avoid leaving
soil unnecessarily bare.

Don't let weeds drink your
crop’s water

A weed is not merely competing
for nutrients and sunlight. It is also
using precious soil water.
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This becomes particularly
important between harvest and
planting. Allowing weeds to grow
unchecked means moisture is
continually being removed through
transpiration.

Effective weed control therefore
forms part of moisture
conservation. Residue and organic
soil cover can also help suppress
weed establishment.

Slow down runoff

A 30 mm thunderstorm represents
approximately 300,000 litres of
water falling on every hectare.

The question is: how much enters
the soil?

Bare, compacted or degraded

fields may lose substantial water
through runoff. FAO guidance notes
that protective crop residue slows
runoff, protects surface porosity
and gives rainfall more opportunity
to infiltrate the soil.

Before the summer storms arrive,
inspect contours, waterways and
erosion-control structures. Repair
damaged areas and identify places
where water repeatedly leaves
fields instead of soaking into them.

The principle is simple:
Slow it. Spread it. Let it soak in.

Harvest the rain you receive

Water harvesting deserves greater
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== PROTECTION

AGAINST

« ANTHRAX
+ BOTULISM
* BLACK QUARTER

attention during a potentially dry
season.

Research conducted under semi-
arid conditions near Bloemfontein
has demonstrated the importance
of efficiently using rainfall and
examined micro-catchment

water harvesting as a strategy

for reducing production risk
associated with variable rainfall
and ENSO conditions.

Government’s September El Nifio
advisory similarly urges farmers
to use water sparingly, implement
water-harvesting techniques and
employ efficient irrigation systems
such as drip irrigation where
appropriate.

Every millimetre counts

Farmers cannot manufacture rain.
They cannot determine exactly
where the next thunderstorm will
fall or how long the next dry spell
will last.

But management determines what
happens after the rain reaches the
ground.

Going into the 2026/27 summer,
soil moisture should be treated like
money in the bank.

Don't unnecessarily expose it.
Don’t allow weeds to spend it.
Don’t let runoff carry it away.

Because during a difficult summer,

your most valuable crop may not be

the one you are preparing to plant.

It may be the water you have already
managed to store beneath it.

Sources

1. South African Department of Agriculture
- EI Nifio Weather Climate Advisory, 2
September 2026
Government'’s official agricultural
advisory covering the 2026/27 El Nifio,
soil-moisture conservation, conservation
agriculture and water harvesting.

Read the Department of Agriculture
advisory

2. South African Weather Service (SAWS),
reported by SAnews — 1 September
2026
Seasonal outlook covering the
developing El Nifio, rainfall expectations
and above-normal temperatures.

Read the SAWS seasonal outlook report

3. Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ) — Conservation
Agriculture: Soil Organic Cover
Technical guidance on residues,
mulch, infiltration, evaporation, weed
suppression and soil moisture.

FAO: Soil Organic Cover

4. Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAQ) — Drought-
resistant soils
Guidance on rainfall infiltration, surface
protection, residue cover and slowing
runoff.

FAO: Drought-resistant soils

5. Journal of Arid Environments — Water
harvesting and maize productionin a
semi-arid South African environment
Research examining maize production,
ENSO and micro-catchment water
harvesting near Bloemfontein.

Read the research summary

Available in:
50 M¢, 250 M¢
& Value Pack

Product Name: Trio-Sure. Registration Number: G4242 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: Bacillus anthracis uncapsulated avirulent Sterne 34F, strain active spores, Clostridium botulinum
type C1 + C2 and type D toxoids and Clostridium chauvoei anacultures. Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park,
Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Botswana: BV2100462A/B [POM]; Namibia — V18/24.4/1439[NS0.]
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Don’t Plant on the Calendar -
Plant When the Soil Is Ready

The calendar may say
planting season has arrived,
but the soil has the final say.
For South African producers
preparing to plant maize,
soybeans, sunflower and
sorghum, getting seed into
the ground a few days earlier
is far less important than
getting it into the right
conditions.

Spring brings pressure. Seed

has been delivered, planters

are serviced and every weather
forecast is watched closely. Then
the first thunderstorm arrives.

The temptation is obvious: Plant.

But one isolated spring shower
can be one of the most dangerous
signals on the farm.

Start with soil temperature

Germination depends on moisture,
oxygen and suitable temperature.
Cold soil slows germination and
emergence, leaving seed and young
seedlings exposed to disease,
insects and environmental stress
for longer.

For soybeans, Grain SA notes that
seed can germinate at around
10°C, but approximately 13°C is
preferable for strong germination.
For early planting in cooler
production areas, it recommends
measuring soil temperature at
about 5 cm depth at 07:00 and
looking for temperatures above
13°C for three consecutive days.

Sorghum needs warmer conditions.
South African production guidance

FARMhere

indicates that planting should begin

only once soil temperatures are

sufficiently warm and soil moisture

is adequate. Recommendations
vary with production conditions,
but approximately 15°C or higher

is a useful threshold, with DALRRD

guidance citing temperatures
above 18.5°C.

Maize likewise needs warm,
favourable conditions for rapid
establishment. Cold soils slow
early development, making the
apparent advantage of very early
planting less valuable.

Don't judge moisture from
the surface

A field can look beautifully wet
after 15 or 20 mm of rain while
remaining dry underneath.

Take a spade or soil auger and
inspect the moisture profile. The
important question is not: Is there
enough moisture to germinate the
seed?

It is: Is there enough moisture to
establish the plant if it does not
rain again next week?

Seed germinating in a thin layer
of wet topsoil can encounter dry
soil underneath. Hot weather and
wind can then remove shallow

moisture rapidly, resulting in
uneven emergence, poor stands or
replanting.

Planting depth matters

Depth must be adjusted for crop,
soil type and available moisture.

For soybeans, Grain SA
recommends approximately 3-5
cm, with slightly deeper placement
potentially appropriate where
surface drying is a concern.

Sunflower is relatively shallow-
planted. Grain SA recommends
approximately 25 mm in high-clay
soils and 25-60 mm in sandy soils.
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DALRRD guidance places sorghum
at approximately 1.5-5 cm,
depending on conditions.

With maize, the objective is uniform
placement into reliable moisture
with good seed-to-soil contact.
Local soil conditions, cultivar
recommendations and planter
configuration should determine
final depth.

Do not simply set the planter in the
yard and assume it remains correct
across every field. Stop. Dig. Find
the seed. Measure its depth.

Prepare a seedbed, not a
powder bed

A successful seedbed must provide
consistent depth, good seed-to-
soil contact and an environment

in which emerging seedlings can
establish quickly.

Excessive tillage can destroy soil
structure and moisture, while
compaction, large clods and
uneven residue can interfere with
placement.

1’ Fully Secured Modern Traliers

Sorghum deserves particular
attention because of its smaller
seed. Grain SA notes that its
seedbed, particularly on clay
soils, should be sufficiently fine
to promote good germination and
emergence.

Beware the first-rain trap

The first spring shower does not
necessarily mean the rainy season
has started.

A single storm followed by several
hot, windy days can create ideal
germination conditions for 48
hours and very poor establishment
conditions thereafter.

This is why the soil moisture profile
and short-term weather outlook
should be considered together.

The economics make establishment
increasingly important. Seed,
fertiliser, chemicals, diesel, labour
and machinery have already been
committed before the first seedling
appears.

Whether you are planting maize,
soybeans, sunflower or sorghum,
spend time behind the planter.

Measure the soil temperature. Dig
into the moisture profile. Check
seed depth. Examine seed-to-soil
contact. Watch the forecast.

The calendar tells you
approximately when planting
season should begin.

The soil tells you when

your field is ready.

Sources

+ Agricultural Research Council (ARC)
- Grain Crops Institute: Sunflower
production information, cultivar
recommendations and grain-crop
production resources.

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform
and Rural Development (DALRRD):
Maize — Agronomic Requirements and
Sorghum Production Guideline.

+ Grain SA: When to Plant Soybeans;
Guidelines for First-Time Soybean
Growers; Consider Sorghum as an
Alternative Crop; and Crop Rotation is
Key to Sunflower Production.

Load Capacities:
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+100 Calves
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Based in Benoni
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in tears will harvest
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The September Veld Audit:

How Many Animals Can Your
Farm Really Carry?

September is the month
to stop counting animals
and start counting grass.
Before summer heat
and grazing pressure
arrive, livestock farmers
need an honest answer
to one question: can

the veld actually carry
the animals currently
standing on the farm?

South Africa’s Department of
Agriculture has specifically
warned livestock producers to
keep animal numbers in balance
with the carrying capacity of the
veld and available grazing as

the country prepares for El Nifio
conditions during the 2026/27
summer. Below-normal rainfall and
higher temperatures could place
additional pressure on grazing and
water resources.

A good 2025/26 rainfall season
means grazing in many areas
entered winter in relatively
favourable condition. But
yesterday'’s rain does not guarantee
tomorrow’s grass. September is
therefore an ideal time for a veld
audit.

FARMhere
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Walk the farm — don't
assess it from the bakkie
Inspect every grazing camp
individually. Look at grass cover,
plant density, species composition,
remaining dry material and
evidence of bare soil or erosion.
Identify camps that have been

heavily utilised and those capable
of providing a grazing reserve.

The Agricultural Research Council
recommends veld-condition
assessment, stocking-rate
calculation, grazing-capacity
determination and fodder-

flow planning as fundamental
components of climate-smart veld
management.

Importantly, hectares alone tell you
very little. One hundred hectares of
productive veld is not equivalent to
100 hectares of degraded veld.

Know your LSU
requirement

South African grazing capacity is
commonly expressed as hectares
per Large Stock Unit (ha/LSU). The
applicable carrying capacity varies
according to veld type, rainfall,
condition and management.

As a practical example of feed
demand, government agricultural-
resource information indicates
that a 450 kg cow may consume
approximately 10 kg of dry
matter per day — around 3.65
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tonnes annually — while water

consumption may be approximately

45 litres per day.

Farmers should therefore convert
the different classes of livestock
on the farm to the appropriate
LSU equivalents and compare the
total requirement with the current
realistic grazing capacity, rather
than relying blindly on a historic
farm average.

If the numbers do not balance, act
early.

Selling surplus or market-ready
animals while they are still in good
condition is generally preferable to
buying increasingly expensive feed
later simply to maintain livestock
the veld can no longer support.

Rotation does not create
grass

Rotational grazing is valuable,
but moving too many animals
between camps does not solve
overstocking.

Divide the farm according to
relatively uniform veld types and
use camps strategically. Grazed
camps need adequate recovery
periods. Government veld-
management guidance warns that
both keeping animals in a camp
too long and carrying too many
animals can reduce grass vigour,
productivity and biodiversity and
increase erosion.

Keep records: which animals
entered each camp, when they
entered, when they left and how
much usable grazing remained.

Calculate the feed gap now

Estimate grazing requirements
through spring and into summer.
Then compare this with available
veld, hay, silage, crop residues and
other stored feed.

Supplementation should support
a planned feeding strategy — it
should not become a way of
disguising chronic overstocking.
Government drought guidance

FARMhere
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recommends additional fodder
where required and appropriate
nutritional supplementation
according to local vegetation, soil
and climatic conditions.

Audit water as carefully as
grass

Every grazing plan eventually
becomes a water plan.

Check boreholes, pumps, pipelines,
reservoirs, troughs and dams now.
Calculate whether each water point
can supply the number of animals
allocated to that camp during
extremely hot conditions. Water
points should also be distributed

i .4.,-.0.'_-;,..:!-'_-;5;-_".}!-' — -'

so animals do not repeatedly
concentrate around one area,
damaging vegetation and soil.

The Department specifically
recommends additional feed and
adequate watering points as part
of livestock risk reduction ahead of
the anticipated dry summer.

September’s decision is not
simply: “How many cattle or sheep
do I own?”

It is: “How many can this veld
sustainably feed if summer rainfall
disappoints?”

Answer that question now — while
you still have options.
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PLAN AHEAD.
MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS FOR
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LIVESTOCK AND
YOUR LEGACY.
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PLAN SAVE BUILD SECURE
AHEAD RESOURCES RESILIENCE TOMORROW

Call our team FOLLOW US FOR MORE

@ Visit us online for daily updates
farmhere.co.za 073_895_6392 o @
Stay informed. Stay ahead.

Farmers are hand-picked by God
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FMD: Vaccination is working
- but biosecurity cannot stop

South Africa’s battle
against Foot-and-Mouth
Disease (FMD) is showing
encouraging signs.
Vaccination is expanding,
booster programmes are

getting under way, and
some heavily affected
areas are beginning to
see a reduction in new
infections.

But farmers must understand one
critical point: vaccination does not
replace biosecurity.

On 1 September 2026, the North
West Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development reported
its first full week without a new
FMD case since December 2025.
By then, 1,413,859 animals had
been vaccinated in the province
from 1,570,100 vaccine doses
received. The province expects to
begin booster vaccinations during
September in areas where cattle
have already received their first
vaccination.

Nationally, the campaign is also
gathering momentum. Agriculture
Minister Willie Aucamp reported on
4 September that government and
the private sector had imported
more than 23 million vaccine
doses, while vaccination was
continuing across all provinces.
Second-round booster distribution
is already progressing.

The message for livestock farmers
is therefore not to relax controls,
but to strengthen them.

FARMhere

1. Do not miss the booster

Where a vaccination programme
requires a booster, the first
vaccination should not be regarded
as the end of the process.

Farmers should work with their
state veterinarian, authorised
veterinarian or animal-health
officials to establish exactly when
animals must receive their next
dose.

Maintain a vaccination register
recording individual or group
identification, vaccination date,
vaccine used and batch number.
South Africa’s vaccination scheme
specifically requires vaccination
records, vaccine batch information
and post-vaccination surveillance.

2. Control every animal
entering the farm

Buying vaccinated cattle does
not mean farmers can abandon
quarantine and introduction
procedures.

Know the origin of every animal.
Obtain movement and health

documentation where required
and verify its vaccination history.
Newly purchased livestock should
be kept physically separated from
the resident herd according to the
biosecurity plan agreed with your
veterinarian.

South Africa’s updated FMD control
measures distinguish between
healthy vaccinated animals and
animals affected by quarantine

or infection. Vaccinated animals
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that have never been infected
and are not subject to quarantine
may move and trade according
to applicable requirements —

but vaccination is not a blanket
exemption from movement
controls.

3. Treat visitors and
vehicles as potential
pathways

FMD virus can be carried
mechanically between livestock
operations on contaminated
equipment, footwear, clothing and
vehicles.

Limit unnecessary visitors. Keep
a visitor register and record the
person’s name, contact details,
date, previous livestock contact
and areas of the farm visited.

Livestock trucks, feed vehicles,
auction vehicles, contractors and
equipment arriving from other
farms deserve particular attention.
Establish a controlled entry point
and require appropriate cleaning
and disinfection before vehicles
enter high-risk livestock areas.

4. Auctions require
discipline

Farmers attending auctions should

avoid treating them as ordinary

social gatherings during an FMD
campaign.

Confirm movement requirements
before loading animals. Do not
move cattle showing suspicious
symptoms. Avoid unnecessary
contact between animals from
different farms and clean and

u AN
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disinfect livestock trailers and
loading equipment before returning
them to the farm.

The same applies to communal
loading ramps. A loading facility
used by multiple farms can
become an important biosecurity
weak point unless cleaning and
movement are carefully controlled.

5. Keep records that can
trace an outbreak

A farmer should be able to answer
within minutes: Which animals
arrived? Where did they come
from? Which animals left? Where
did they go? Who visited the farm?
Which vehicle transported them?
When were they vaccinated?

Good traceability can dramatically
improve the response when
infection is suspected.

Farmers authorised to vaccinate
their own cattle are also subject

to formal reporting requirements.
Current government guidance
requires authorised persons

to notify authorities before
vaccination and submit vaccination
information to the local State
Veterinarian after vaccination.

Vaccination is buying
South Africa an opportunity

The improving North West figures
are encouraging, but they are not
permission to become complacent.
The provincial government itself
has stressed that vaccination must
be accompanied by responsible
livestock management, surveillance
and strict biosecurity.

AMPO
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The Western Cape provides
another indication of the scale of
the campaign: by 2 September
approximately 82% of its cattle herd
had received primary vaccination
and about 30% of eligible cattle had
already received boosters.

South Africa now has a powerful
vaccination campaign behind its
livestock industry.

Farm-level biosecurity is

what must protect those
gains.

Sources used

+ The principal sources are the South
African Department of Agriculture
/ South African Government, North
West Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development, Western Cape
Department of Agriculture, SAnews,
the official FMD Reporting System,
and Government Gazette No.
54605 containing the FMD routine-
vaccination framework.

+ Useful official pages: North West
FMD update — 1 September 2026;
National vaccination progress — 4
September 2026; National FMD
control measures; and Official FMD
Reporting System.

(_9-12 sep @IVT)

BREDASDORP PARK

WWW.Nampo.co.za
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Before the First Summer Storm:
Get Your Farm Fire-Ready

September is the month to
prepare — not the month
to discover that the pump
will not start, the water
trailer is empty or nobody
knows who to phone
when smoke appears on
the horizon.

For South African farmers, veld
fires are not only an environmental
threat. Within minutes, an
uncontrolled fire can destroy
grazing, fencing, livestock
infrastructure, machinery, crops
and buildings, while putting
workers, animals and neighbouring
properties at risk.

must also be reasonably free of
combustible material and should
not create unnecessary soil
erosion. Importantly, the legislation
does not prescribe one universal
firebreak width — conditions such
as vegetation, terrain, climate and
local fire risk matter.

Check especially around
homesteads, sheds, workshops,
fuel-storage areas, livestock
facilities and other strategic
assets. Long dry grass, weeds and
accumulated combustible material
can create a pathway directly
towards infrastructure.

The National Veld and Forest
Fire Act 101 of 1998 places clear
responsibilities on landowners
whose land may experience or
spread a veld fire. These include
maintaining appropriate firebreaks
and having reasonably adequate
firefighting equipment, protective
clothing and trained personnel Farmers should also follow the
available. rules and instructions of their local
Fire Protection Association (FPA),

Start with your firebreaks  where applicable.

Walk or drive every firebreak before
the high-risk period. Do not simply

other dedicated equipment and
make sure fuel is available.

Test the equipment now

assume that because a break A water trailer standing in the yard bepending on the farm and local
was prepared earlier in the year it is not a firefighting system unless it P ng .

. . risk, equipment may include water
remains effective. works. )

tankers or trailers, pumps, hoses,

Under the Act, a firebreak must Fill the tank and test the pump knapsack units, fire beaters, radios
be sufficiently wide and long under operating conditions. Inspect  and suitable vehicles or tractors.
to have a reasonable chance hoses, couplings, nozzles and South Affican law requires
of preventing a veld fire from valves for leaks or damage. Start landowners to have f?reﬁ htin
spreading between properties. It firefighting bakkies, tractors and ghting

equipment that is prescribed or,
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where no specific prescription
applies, reasonably required for
their circumstances.

Protect the people fighting
the fire

Never overlook PPE.

Workers expected to assist with
veld fires need suitable protective
clothing and must understand how
to use the equipment provided. The
Act specifically requires protective
clothing and trained personnel as
part of a landowner’s firefighting
readiness.

More equipment is not necessarily
safer if nobody has been trained to
use it.

September is therefore a good
time for a farm fire drill. Decide
who drives the water tanker, who
operates the pump, who contacts
neighbours and the FPA, who
moves livestock and who remains
responsible for gates and access
routes.

The law also requires responsible
people to be available on or near
the property when the owner

is absent, so that they can

assist in fighting a fire and alert
neighbouring landowners and the
relevant FPA.

Put the emergency
numbers where everyone
can find them

Create a fire-emergency contact

sheet and place copies in the office,

workshop, farmhouse and farm
vehicles.

Available in:

Include the local FPA/fire
protection officer, municipal fire
service, neighbouring farmers,
farm manager and other relevant
emergency contacts.

Do not rely on one person's mobile
phone.

If a veld fire threatens life, property

or the environment, the Act requires

reasonable steps to notify the
relevant fire protection structures
and adjoining landowners, while
doing everything reasonably
possible to stop the fire spreading.

Your neighbour may be
your most important
firefighting asset

Wildfire preparedness works best
across property boundaries. DFFE
describes FPAs as community-
based organisations through which
landowners such as farmers and
foresters cooperate to predict,
prevent, manage and extinguish
veld and forest fires.

Speak to neighbours before the
emergency. Confirm contact
numbers, access gates, water
points, available equipment and
who will coordinate the response.

When the first smoke appears
on the horizon, it is too late to
introduce yourself.

Before summer arrives, ask one
simple question: if a fire started on
the farm this afternoon, could your
team respond immediately?

If the answer is anything other than
a confident yes, September is the
time to fix it.

The injection that kills external & internal parasites in cattle & sheep* ... -

DORAVECI

THE BROAD SPECTRUM
ANTIPARASITIC AGENT
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Canle gastro lntesunal roundworms, parafilaria, screwworm, single-host ticks; Sheep: sheep roundworms sheep scab, nasal worm, blowfly strike, itch mites.

Sources

1. Department of Forestry, Fisheries
and the Environment / South African
Government — National Veld and
Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998, particularly
sections 12-18 covering firebreaks and
firefighting readiness.

2. Department of Forestry, Fisheries
and the Environment (DFFE) — Fire
Protection Association information and
forms; explanation of the role of FPAs in
veld-fire prevention and management.

3. Southern African Legal Information
Institute (SAFLII) — Nieuco Properties
1005 and Another v Trustees for the
time being of the Inkululeko Community
Trust and Others (2018), discussing
statutory duties concerning firebreaks,
equipment and personnel.

4. Southern African Legal Information
Institute (SAFLII) — Oosthuizen N.O
and Another v Kotze (2023), addressing
landowners’ obligations regarding
firebreaks and firefighting readiness.
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for Livestock
(Contain Vitamins A, D3 & E)

PLUS Vitamin Booster
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Product Name: Doraject AD;E LA. Registration Number: G3912 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: Doramectin 1,0 % m/v, Vitamin A 3,3 % m/v, Vitamin D; 0,01 % m/v, Vitamin E 5,0 % m/v. Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No.
2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Botswana — BV2100145/A POM]; Namibia — V13/18.1.8/1190[NS0.]
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The Rands-and-Cents Planting
Decision: What Can You
Actually Afford to Plant?

For South African

grain farmers, the most
important question before
the 2026/27 planter enters
the land may not be what
can I plant? but rather:
How many tonnes per
hectare must I harvest
before this crop actually
makes money?

That calculation matters more
than ever. Grain SA's August 2026
production budgets describe the
coming season as an exceptionally
difficult planning environment, with
commodity prices under pressure
while input and financing costs
remain high.

Start with the real cost per
hectare

A planting budget must include

far more than seed and fertiliser.
Farmers should calculate seed,
fertiliser, herbicides and pesticides,
diesel, machinery repairs and
operating costs, crop insurance,
labour and other overheads,
marketing and delivery expenses,
and interest on production capital.

For its 2026/27 budgets, Grain SA
uses production-credit interest of
12.5%, calculated at prime plus 2%.

FARMhere

Fertiliser remains particularly
important. In Grain SA’'s Eastern
Free State maize example it
exceeds R8,600/ha, while in

the eastern Highveld it exceeds
R10,000/ha. Total maize variable
costs are above R20,000/ha in
both eastern production regions. In
North West, maize variable costs
are approximately R15,508/ha.

These numbers are benchmarks—
not quotations. Your own soil
fertility, cultivar, plant population,
machinery, distance from delivery
points and financing structure can
change them substantially.

The number every farmer
should know

Your break-even yield is calculated
from your total cost per hectare
divided by the realistic net
farmgate price per tonne.

For example, suppose your
complete maize budget is R22,000/
ha and your realistic farmgate price
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after differential, handling and
marketing costs is R3,500/t:

R22,000 + R3,500 = 6.29 t/ha.

At 5t/ha you lose money. At 6 t/ha
you still have not covered the full
R22,000. Only after approximately
6.3 t/ha do you cross the break-
even line.

This is why using the SAFEX price
alone can create a dangerously
optimistic budget. Grain SA
specifically calculates farmgate
prices after deducting transport
differential and marketing costs.

For planning purposes, Grain SA’s
2026/27 budget assumptions

used futures prices of R3,800/1t for
white and yellow maize (July 2027),
R10,000/1t for sunflower (May
2027), and R7,900/t for soybeans
(May 2027) before relevant
farmgate deductions.

Put every crop through the
stress test

Do not prepare only one optimistic
budget. Calculate at least three
yield scenarios.

If your expected maize yield is 6
t/ha, ask what happens at 4.5t/
ha after poor rainfall—and what
happens at 7 t/ha. Then repeat the
exercise with a lower commodity
price and a 10% increase in
selected input costs.

That exercise may reveal that the
crop with the highest potential
turnover is not necessarily the crop

your business can most safely
finance.

Grain SA's current budgets illustrate
the point. Sunflower is showing

stronger gross-margin performance

in several dryland regions
because its input requirement is
considerably lower, while maize
profitability is highly dependent

on yield and disciplined cost
control. Soybeans can also require
substantially less variable capital
than maize in some regions.

Cash flow can decide what
gets planted

A profitable-looking crop can still
create a cash-flow crisis if R20,000-
plus per hectare must be financed
months before harvest.

Before committing 1,000 hectares,
multiply every rand-per-hectare
figure by 1,000. A seemingly
insignificant R300/ha overlooked
expense suddenly becomes
R300,000.

And never confuse a positive gross
margin with profit. Gross margin
only shows whether crop income
covers variable production costs.
Net margin must cover variable
costs plus fixed and overhead costs.

The final planting decision
therefore comes down to three
numbers: cost, realistic farmgate
price and achievable yield.

Before the first seed goes into the
soil, know your break-even yield.

produce it under a difficult season,
the most profitable hectare may
sometimes be the hectare you
decide not to plant.

Sources

1. Grain SA / SA Grain Magazine —
Planning for the season ahead:
2026/2027 summer grain production
budgets, 11 August 2026.

2. Grain SA — Low maize prices bring
consumer relief but push Grain
Producers under severe financial
pressure, 22 January 2026.

3. Grain SA & FERTASA — Middle East
Volatility Puts Fertiliser Prices Under
Pressure, 30 March 2026.

4. Grain SA — Grain Marketing: Plan Ahead
to Ensure a Profit.

5. Grain SA — Calculate the Cost Before
You Plant.
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EZE-GRAZE POWDER -

Keep your animals in tip-top
condition until the first rains [g

KYRON

AGRI

Eze-Graze - support for
optimal digestion

Eze-Graze is a digestive
modifier that supports rumen
microbes (protozoa, bacteria
and fungi), thereby improving
and optimising the digestive
process. It is a cost-effective
way to optimally support the
rumen microbes of ruminants
during the dry season for

the efficient digestion and
utilisation of natural grazing.

+ Molasses serves as an energy
source for the rumen microbes.

Ingredients

The product contains four highly
effective active ingredients that
complement each other and work
synergistically, namely:

Recommendations and
mode of action

Why is Eze-Graze recommended

during the dry season?

* Polyethylene glycol (PEG) binds
tannins and releases proteins
that have already bound to

As the dry season progresses, the
quality and nutritional value of

o e L b e e
T s R Lk e

tannins. natural grazing decline. In summer- ' S
rainfall regions, little or no rain in the digestibility of the available
* Polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP), falls during this period, and plants ~ 9razing.
together with calcium hydroxide, - yndergo physiological changes that I shrubs and trees, the terpene
binds tannin m0|e.CU|etS and affect their nutritional value and and tannin content of the leaves
help§ prevent their toxic effect on digestibility. may increase as part of the
the liver. In grasses, nutrients are plant’s natural defence against
+ Calcium hydroxide works translocated to the roots, while overutilisation by browsing
together with PVP and prevents b |ess digestible fibre fraction animals. This can be particularly
tannins from binding to pepsin, a  and indigestible lignin fraction problematic in smaller camps and
protein-digesting enzyme. increase. This results in a decline on smaller farms.
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It is important to remember that ruminants,
such as cattle, do not secrete their own
digestive enzymes into the rumen. The
digestion of grass and other plant material
in the rumen is therefore dependent on the
activity of rumen microbes. As the microbes
digest the plant material, they utilise the
available nutrients to grow and multiply.

Due to the lower protein content of dry
grass, as well as the presence of tannins and
terpenes in shrubs and trees, fewer nutrients
are available to the rumen microbes. This
can slow their activity and multiplication and
consequently negatively affect the digestive
process.

By supporting the rumen microbes, the
digestion and utilisation of dry grazing are
promoted. Dry grass and leaves can be
digested more rapidly and pass through the
rumen more quickly, which may promote feed
intake.

Rumen microbes are also an excellent source
of microbial protein for the animal. When the
microbes pass together with fine, undigested
plant material into the abomasum (true/milk
stomach), they are digested by the animal’s
own gastric acids and digestive enzymes.

A healthy microbial population in the rumen
therefore contributes to efficient digestion and
provides the animal with a valuable source of
microbial protein.

References are available on request.

Eze-Graze — where every

gram makes a difference.

KyronAgri article

LW __.fg.d..r. Mﬁmﬁ Boren &

tinol roundwerms, porofilaric

AGRI *Cottle: gostroe

The injection that kills external & internal parasites in cattle & sheep® oo - -

Directions for use

When should Eze-Graze be used?

It is advisable to start using Eze-Graze early in the dry
season, before the rumen microbial population is adversely
affected by poorer-quality grazing or by tannins present in
leaves.

Start using it at approximately the same time as a dry-
season/winter lick and continue using Eze-Graze until the
grazing has improved sufficiently following the first good
rains.

Eze-Graze can be used for both grazers and browsers.

How do | know Eze-Graze is working?

When using Eze-Graze, the following signs may be observed
in the animals:

Improved appetite.

Better utilisation of poor-quality grazing, shrubs and
leaves.

Improved body condition.

Manure that remains consistently soft and forms pats.

How do I give Eze-Graze to my animals?

Eze-Graze can be administered in water, feed or licks. One
of the easiest methods is to mix it into the animals’ dry-
season/winter lick.

For game that, for example, do not receive a lick, the product
can be added to the drinking water.

Eze-Graze should be given daily to provide
continuous support to the rumen microbes.
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FOR ANIMAL USE ONLY
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Support your
animal's rumen
| microorganisms
and assist in
improving rumen
function in the
dry season."?

Every gram makes
a difference!

References:

1.Yisehak K., Kibreab Y., Taye T., Ribeiro Alves Lourenco & M. Janssens GP. 2016. Response to dietary tannin challenges in view of the browser/grazer dichotomy in an Ethiopian setting: Bonga sheep versus Kaffa goats.
Tropical Animal Health Production, 48:125-131 DOI 10.1007/s11250-015-0931-3

2. Priolo A,, Waghorn G. C., Lanza M., Biondi L. & Pennisi P. Polyethylene glycol as a means for reducing the impact of condensed tannins in carob pulp: effects on lamb growth performance and meat quality Journal of Animal
Science, 78:810-816.

K Y R 0 N Product name: Eze-Graze Powder Registration number: V26646 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: Polyethylene glycol [PEG] 930 g/ kg, Polyvinylpyrrolidone [PVP] 10 g / kg, Ethyl concentrate
— [MDDS] 50 g/ kg, Calcium hydroxide [Ca(OH)2] 10 g / kg Registration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park,
A G R | Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Botswana - BV2100189/A/B : Namibia - N-FF3504
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Your Tractor Has Been

Standing All Winter -Is 1t
Really Planting-Ready?

September machinery
maintenance can
prevent a small repair

from becoming an
expensive breakdown
when every planting
hour counts.

The first good planting rain arrives.

Soil moisture is right, seed is
delivered and the planting team
is ready. You turn the key — and
discover a hydraulic leak, seized
planter bearing or faulty seed
meter.

That is exactly the wrong time to
start repairing machinery.

A tractor or planter that ran
perfectly at the end of last
season is not automatically ready
after months of standing. Seals
deteriorate, batteries discharge,
tyres lose pressure, electrical
connections corrode, rodents
damage wiring and chains
develop stiff links. Penn State
Extension warns that poor planter
maintenance can cause both
breakdown-related planting delays
and poor crop establishment
through incorrect depth, skips,
doubles and uneven seed
placement.

Start with the tractor

September’s inspection should
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begin before the tractor is coupled
to anything.

Check engine oil, coolant,
transmission and hydraulic-fluid
levels. Inspect belts and hoses for
cracking, deterioration or rubbing.
Look underneath the tractor for
evidence of oil, coolant or hydraulic
leaks.

Check the battery, terminals,
lights and electrical system. Start
the tractor and allow it to reach
operating temperature while
listening for abnormal noises.

Tyres deserve particular attention.
Check pressure against the
manufacturer’s specification,

inspect sidewalls and tread for
damage and ensure wheel nuts

are correctly torqued. Incorrect

tyre pressure can affect traction
and, on planters, operating
accuracy. The University of Georgia
specifically includes correct planter
tyre pressure in its pre-season
checklist.

Your planter needs more
than grease

The planter can be mechanically
operational and still cost you yield.

A

Inspect every row unit rather than
assuming that because one works,
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all work. Check parallel linkages
and bushings for excessive
movement. Inspect opening discs,
gauge wheels, closing wheels,
bearings and seed tubes.

Bearings should rotate smoothly
without excessive play. Chains
must move freely and have correct
tension; inspect sprockets, idlers
and bushings at the same time.
Worn chains or sprockets should
be replaced before planting, not
after they fail in the field.

Pay special attention to seed
meters. Inspect vacuum seals,
brushes, scrapers, fingers, plates
or discs and double eliminators,
depending on the planter. A
malfunctioning meter can create
skips, doubles and triples. Seed
tubes must also be clean and free
of cracks or obstructions.

Before planting commercially,
calibrate the planter using the
actual seed type and intended
population. Then stop after the first
field pass, dig behind several row
units and physically check seed
depth, spacing and seed-to-soil
contact.

Hydraulics: find the leak
now

Inspect hydraulic hoses for cracks,
abrasions, damaged fittings

and leaks. Check cylinders and
connections, including hydraulic
planter drives and downforce
systems.

Never use your hand to search
for a pressurised hydraulic leak.
Hydraulic fluid under pressure
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can penetrate skin and cause a
serious injection injury. Follow
the machinery manufacturer’s
shutdown and pressure-relief
procedure before inspecting or
repairing the system.

Also test planter electronics,
monitors, sensors, harnesses, GPS
equipment and controllers before
entering the field. Modern planting
depends as much on functioning
electronics as mechanical
components.

Don't forget the sprayer

A sprayer that starts and pumps
water is not necessarily calibrated.

Remove and inspect nozzle tips,
strainers, O-rings and nozzle
bodies. Look for blocked, damaged
or worn components and check
the boom, hoses, pump and fittings
for leaks. The University of Georgia
recommends running clean water
through the system before the
season and checking individual
nozzle performance.

Catch and measure the output
from each nozzle, because one
worn or blocked nozzle can
create an incorrectly treated strip
across an entire field. Calibration
should reflect the intended nozzle,
pressure, speed and application
rate.

The cheapest breakdown is
the one that never happens

A bearing, hose, chain, nozzle,
electrical connector or seal
discovered in the workshop may
be a relatively inexpensive repair.

A/ L NN ==
The same component failing when
planting conditions are perfect can
stop a tractor and planter worth
millions, idle employees and cost
precious hours — or days.

The exact cost of downtime will
differ dramatically between farms,
so the principle matters more than
attaching an arbitrary figure to it:
maintenance is cheap compared
with losing your planting window.

September is therefore not merely
“getting the machinery ready”
month. It is the opportunity to put
the entire planting system — tractor,
planter and sprayer — through a
controlled dry run while there is

still time to order parts and fix
problems properly.

Don’t wait for the first planting rain
to discover what winter did to your
machinery.

Sources

Penn State Extension, Planter and Drill
Maintenance (updated January 2026);
Penn State Extension, Planter Maintenance
Tips and Video Resources; University

of Georgia Extension Precision Ag and
Irrigation, 12-Point Checklist to Ensure Your
Planter is Ready for the Field; University

of Georgia Extension, Sprayer Calibration;
University of Georgia Extension, Sprayer
Maintenance Tips for the Spring (2026);
lowa State University Extension, The
Planter “Pre-Flight” Checklist and Planter
Maintenance Tips; lowa State University
Extension, Preparing for Success: Your
2026 Planter Maintenance Guide.
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The Spring Parasite Explosion:
What Farmers Should Watch
Before It Starts

The Department of Agriculture
warned on 2 September 2026 that
the anticipated hot conditions
associated with the 2026/27

El Niflo summer may also be
accompanied by increased pest
and disease pressure. Farmers
have specifically been urged

to scout continually, introduce
control measures where necessary
and maintain regular veterinary
involvement.

Know what you are fighting

Parasite pressure differs between
farms, camps, seasons and
livestock classes. Ticks can cause
direct production losses but are
particularly important because of
diseases they transmit. Recent
South African livestock disease
reports have highlighted blue ticks
and associated diseases including
African and Asiatic redwater

and anaplasmosis. Wireworm
(Haemonchus contortus) has
meanwhile remained an important
internal-parasite problem in sheep.

Spring monitoring should therefore
become routine. Inspect cattle for

FARMhere

ticks, particularly around the ears,
dewlap, under the tail, between
the legs and other preferred
attachment areas. Watch sheep
and goats for pale eyelids, bottle
jaw, declining body condition, poor
growth and weakness that may
indicate serious worm burdens.

Faecal egg counts can help
determine worm burdens and
whether a treatment is working.

For wireworm, targeted treatment
systems such as FAMACHA allow
susceptible animals to be identified
rather than automatically treating
an entire flock.

Don't treat simply because
it is September

Every unnecessary treatment
increases selection pressure for
resistance.

Anthelmintic resistance in South
African small-ruminant worms

has long been recognised as a
serious problem. Maintaining a
population of susceptible parasites
in refugia — parasites not exposed
to treatment — can help slow the
selection of resistant worms.

As South Africa moves into
spring, rising temperatures
can bring more than new
grass. Ticks, worms, flies and
other parasites can quickly

become a costly livestock
problem. But the answer
is not simply to dip or dose
everything on a calendar.
Effective parasite control
begins with monitoring.

The same principle of responsible
chemical use applies to ticks.
Farmers should not assume

that a dip has “stopped working”
before checking application
technique, concentration and
actual tick counts. University of
Pretoria guidance recommends
investigating suspected acaricide
resistance rather than repeatedly
changing chemicals without
evidence.
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Dips, pour-ons and
injectables must be used
correctly

There is no universal parasite
product suitable for every farm.

Plunge dipping and spray races
can provide effective external-
parasite control when animals
are thoroughly treated and the dip
concentration is correct. Pour-ons
offer a practical alternative, while
certain injectable or systemic
products may control particular
internal and/or external parasites.

Whatever strategy is selected,
follow the registered product label
precisely. Weigh or accurately
estimate livestock weight,
administer the correct dose and
keep treatment records. Under-
dosing may leave parasites alive
and contribute to treatment failure
and resistance; inappropriate
over-dosing can create toxicity and
residue risks.

South African regulations require
animals infected or suspected
of being infected with external
parasites to be treated with an
effective remedy according to
prescribed or approved methods.

Withdrawal periods are not
optional

Meat and milk withdrawal periods
vary between active ingredients
and formulations. Farmers must
therefore check the label every
time rather than assuming that two
parasite products have identical
withholding requirements.

South African stock-remedy
regulations also place strict
conditions on extra-label use. In
food-producing animals, extra-label
treatment must be veterinarian-
directed and an appropriate
withdrawal period must be
specified to protect consumers
from unacceptable residues.

Know when to call the vet

Veterinary intervention becomes
particularly important when
animals develop fever, severe
anaemia, weakness, neurological
signs, jaundice, rapid weight loss,
persistent diarrhoea, bottle jaw,
unexplained deaths or suspected
tick-borne disease.

Repeated treatment failure is
another warning sign. Instead of
increasing the dose or changing
products randomly, investigate
the parasite involved and possible
resistance with your veterinarian.

The objective this spring is
therefore not maximum treatment.
It is maximum control with
minimum unnecessary chemical
exposure.

Walk through the herd. Check the
sheep. Count the ticks. Examine
eyelids. Use faecal testing where
appropriate. Record treatments and

withdrawal dates.

The parasite problem that is
detected in September is usually
far cheaper to manage than the
outbreak discovered when livestock
are already losing condition.

Sources

1. South African Department of Agriculture
/ SA Government — El Nifio weather
climate, 2 September 2026.

2. Ruminant Veterinary Association of
South Africa / RMIS — 2026 livestock
disease reports and seasonal parasite
trends.

3. University of Pretoria, Afrivet/Anipedia —
Control of ticks and tick-borne diseases
in Southern Africa.

4. University of Pretoria, Anipedia —
Helminths of ruminants.

5. University of Pretoria / ARC-
Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute —
research on refugia and anthelmintic
resistance.

6. South African Government — Animal
Diseases Act regulations concerning
treatment against external parasites.

7. Department of Agriculture / Government
Gazette — Regulations relating to
Stock Remedies under Act 36 of 1947,
including extra-label use and withdrawal
periods.

8. Agricultural Research Council — Climate-
Smart Agriculture Beef Production
Training Manual, including parasite
control and withdrawal guidance.
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What is the next evolution in farming?
Pick an insurer that's already there.

Farmingisc

To find out more about our agriculture insurance, Sa n ta m
speak to your intermediary or visit santam.co.za/products/agriculture.
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Farm Security Changes
in Summer

Protecting Livestock, Diesel, Equipment and

Your Family

Summer changes the rhythm
of a South African farm.
Planting and spraying
increase vehicle movements,
contractors come and

go, livestock are moved
between camps, gates are
opened more frequently
and expensive machinery
may remain closer to fields
overnight. All that activity
can create opportunities for
criminals.

Farm security therefore needs
to change with the season. The
objective is not to turn the farm
into a fortress, but to make theft
difficult, detection early and
investigation easier.

Start with livestock

Stock theft remains a serious
threat to agricultural businesses
and rural communities. A 2026
Western Cape Government
statement following an attack
linked to suspected stock theft
again highlighted the economic and
personal consequences of rural
crime.

Knowing exactly what livestock you
have is one of the simplest security
measures. Keep an updated
livestock register and investigate
unexplained discrepancies

FARMhere

immediately rather than waiting
until the next major count.

Permanent identification is
particularly important. In South
Africa, owners of cattle, sheep,
goats and pigs are required

to mark their animals with a
registered identification mark. The
government notes that this helps
establish ownership when lost or
stolen animals are recovered.

SAPS has similarly advised farmers
to maintain livestock registers,
correctly brand-mark animals and
report stock theft immediately.

Diesel deserves its own
security plan

A large diesel tank standing
conveniently beside a shed may
also be convenient for thieves.

Where practical, tanks should be
positioned inside controlled areas
rather than beside public roads or
isolated workshops. Lock pumps
and filling points, illuminate the
area and consider positioning a
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camera where it records both the
tank and approaching vehicles.

Keep a basic fuel register showing
deliveries, machinery refuelling
and expected stock levels. Sudden
unexplained consumption then
becomes visible much sooner.

The same principle applies

to machinery. Record serial
numbers, registration numbers and
identifying features of tractors,
generators, pumps, trailers,
implements and other valuable
equipment. Photograph them
periodically and keep copies
somewhere other than the farm
office.
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Build security in layers

One electric fence or camera
should never be the entire security
system.

Think in layers: perimeter fences,
controlled gates, lighting, electric
fencing, cameras, alarms and
finally secure buildings and the
farmhouse itself.

During summer, vegetation can
quickly interfere with electric
fences and obscure cameras.
Inspect fence lines regularly,

clear vegetation, test energisers
and backup batteries, and check
camera views at both daytime and
night.

Restrict unnecessary entrances.
Visitors, delivery vehicles and
contractors should ideally use a
designated entrance, with staff
knowing who is expected on the

property.

Your staff are part of the
system

Every employee should know what

to do when something looks wrong.

Establish a simple protocol
covering unfamiliar vehicles,
people asking questions about
livestock or machinery, damaged
fences, open gates and suspicious
activity. Employees should know
whom to phone and should never
be expected to confront potentially
armed criminals.

Neighbourhood farm-watch and
WhatsApp groups can provide
rapid warning, but information
should be factual: location, vehicle
description, direction of travel, time
and observable behaviour. Avoid
spreading rumours or unverified
accusations.

Protect the evidence

What happens after a crime can
be as important as what happened
before it.

Contact SAPS promptly and avoid
unnecessarily disturbing the
scene. Preserve CCTV recordings
immediately before they are
overwritten. Keep photographs,
livestock registers, identification
certificates, invoices, serial
numbers, vehicle descriptions and
relevant access records.

Do not allow dozens of people to
walk through the suspected crime
scene before police arrive.

A photograph of a stolen tractor, a
registered livestock mark, a usable
number plate captured by a camera
or an accurate timeline may
become valuable evidence.

Summer security is ultimately
about preparedness. Know what
you own, know who is entering
your property, detect abnormalities
early and make sure that, when
something does happen, you

can prove exactly what has been
stolen.

THE TRUSTED

Sources

1. South African Government — Animal
Identification Mark registration and
livestock-marking requirements.

2. South African Police Service — Stock-
theft prevention guidance, including
livestock registers, branding and
immediate reporting.

3. South African Government / Western
Cape Government — March 2026
statement on rural crime and stock theft.

4. South African Government — National
Animal Identification System
information.
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Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Namibia — V09/18.3.4/1137(NSQ].
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eighbars

PORTABLE

with cables that are

) REMOVABLE

V TECH o~ Do

SCALES SA

CATTLE SCALE,

.:_5._.}

COMPLETE WITH PLATFORM %{ §
|

WEIGH BARS, INDICATOR & PLATFORM

B —

WEIGH BARS

4H00mm Weigh bars
Silver zinc plated
Strong industrial design with high capacity

Steel endcaps for protection of loadcells

00000

Height adjustable feet =

PLATFORM | ——Ns
245 mx 710 mm x 380 mm

INDICATOR

A
% Animal weighing function L—%j Rechargeable battery & Direct 220V power

082 783 7227 (;) vtechscalessa@gmail.com

WE ARE SITUATED JUST OUTSIDE VANDERBIJLPARK

CONTACT US NOW

- Pulpy Kidney Disease
- Tetanus
- Blackleg

- Malignant Oedema BE SURE & USE OVI-CLOS P

- Pasteurellosis — = TO VACCINATE YOUR
(Pneumonic & Septicaemic) - 7 LAMBS OR KIDS

Product name: Ovi-Clos P Registration number: G4261 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Each 1 m¢ contains: Contains purified and concentrated toxoids of Clostridium perfringens Type D, Clostridium septicum and Clostridium tetani; integral anacultures E
of Clostridium chauvoei, bacterins of Pasteurelia multocida and Mannheimia (Pasteurelia) haemolytica, absorbed with aluminium hydroxide gel. holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C,
45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa. Export countries: Botswana - BV2100499/A/! H - \/18/24.4.2/1435 Wet 13/2003[NS0]
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Human Liver Parasites:

What Livestock Farmers Need to Know

Working with cattle,
sheep and goats inevitably
brings people into contact
with manure, soil, water
and animal tissues.

One parasite worth
understanding is Fasciola,
commonly called the liver
fluke. It infects livestock
worldwide and can also
infect humans. The good
news is that human
infection is preventable
and treatable.

Can you catch liver fluke
directly from livestock?

The main liver flukes affecting
humans are Fasciola hepatica and
Fasciola gigantica. Sheep, cattle,
goats and other herbivores can

act as hosts. Fasciola occurs in
more than 70 countries, particularly
where livestock are raised.

Importantly, you normally do

not become infected simply

by touching an infected cow or
sheep. The parasite has a life
cycle involving freshwater snails.
Humans usually become infected
by swallowing the infective larvae,
particularly through raw aquatic
plants such as watercress,
contaminated vegetables or
contaminated water.

This means farmers should pay
particular attention to wetlands,
irrigation channels, dams, streams

FARMhere

and marshy grazing areas where
livestock and freshwater snails
may occur.

How common is it in
people?

Livestock fasciolosis occurs in
many parts of the world, but human
fascioliasis is much less common
and tends to occur in specific
geographical hotspots. WHO
reports particularly high human
prevalence in areas of Bolivia, Peru
and Egypt. African prevalence

is harder to quantify because
epidemiological data remain
limited.

Worldwide, foodborne trematode
infections as a group are estimated
to cause around 200,000 illnesses
and more than 7,000 deaths
annually, although these figures
include several different fluke
species, not just Fasciola.

For livestock workers, therefore,
exposure to animals does not
mean you probably have liver fluke.

How would you know?

One difficulty is that infection may
initially cause few or no obvious

symptoms.

During the acute phase, immature
flukes migrate through the

liver. Symptoms can include
fever, nausea, abdominal pain,
enlarged or tender liver, skin rash
and generally feeling unwell.
Blood tests may show increased
eosinophils, a type of white blood
cell commonly associated with
parasitic infection.

Once adult flukes reach the bile
ducts, chronic infection may
produce intermittent upper
abdominal pain, jaundice, anaemia,
inflammation or obstruction of the
bile ducts, pancreatitis or gallstone-
like problems. Long-standing
inflammation can damage the liver.

These symptoms have many
other possible causes, so liver
fluke cannot be diagnosed from

52



symptoms alone.

Doctors may use blood tests,
antibody testing, stool examination
and imaging such as ultrasound

or CT, depending on the stage of
infection.

Seven precautions on the
farm

1. Don't drink untreated water
from dams, streams, irrigation
channels or other questionable
farm-water sources.

2. Don’t eat wild watercress
or other raw aquatic plants
collected where livestock graze.

3. Wash vegetables thoroughly with
safe potable water, particularly
produce grown near potentially
contaminated water.

4. Wash hands thoroughly after
handling livestock, manure,
contaminated equipment or soil
and before eating.

5. Wear gloves when handling
manure, carcasses, organs
or potentially contaminated

material. This protects against
numerous zoonotic pathogens,
even though skin contact itself is
not the usual route for Fasciola.

6. Work with your veterinarian
to control liver fluke in livestock,
particularly where wet, snail-
friendly grazing areas occur.
Veterinary control reduces
environmental contamination.

7. Never take livestock dewormers
yourself. Veterinary
formulations and doses are
not substitutes for human
medical treatment.

What if you think you have
liver fluke?

See a doctor and specifically
mention livestock exposure,
untreated water, aquatic plants and
any known liver-fluke problem in
the herd or flock.

Human fascioliasis is treatable.
The WHO-recommended medicine
is triclabendazole, which is active
against immature and adult

Fasciola. Treatment should be
prescribed and supervised by an
appropriate healthcare professional
rather than attempted with farm
anthelmintics.

The central message for farmers
is simple: having liver fluke in your
cattle or sheep does not mean
you will automatically contract it.
The greatest human risk comes
from swallowing infective larvae
in contaminated water or aquatic
vegetation, making safe water,
food hygiene and good livestock
parasite control the most important
defences.

Sources

1. World Health Organization — Foodborne
trematode infections and Fascioliasis
Q&A.

2. U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention — About Fasciola and Clinical
Overview of Fasciola.

3. Merck Veterinary Manual — Fasciola
hepatica in Ruminants and Zoonotic
Diseases.
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OUR ADVERTISING RATES

ONE PRICE TO ADVERTISE IN ALL MONTHLY MAGAZINES.

W

MONTH TO MONTH

= 2 magazines
Rssoo » 30 days social media
: * Boosting

6 MONTH AGREEMENT ¥

R5800

PER MONTH

» 2 magazines
= 30 days social media
i = Boosting

12 MONTH AGREEMENT IR FV-2Pil 1
E = 30 days social media
Rssoo * 1x Front cover &
3 feature article
- PER MONTH = Boosting
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Did You .
Know?

Vaccination is our strongest
defence against Foot and
Mouth Disease.

Here's how many animals
have been protected so far
in 2026.

ANIMALS VACCINATED AGAINST FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE

e 8 745330 5

l\CRD::-S ALL LIUtSTOCP\ SPECIES

= BREAKDOWN BY SPECIES ———

CATTLE
6,102,450 1,582,910 647,830 364,780 47,360

69.8%
OF TOTAL

SHEEP GOATS PIGS BUFFALO

18.1% 7.4% — 4.2% 0.5%
! OF TOTAL OF TOTAL OF TOTAL OF TOTAL

BUILDING A HEALTHIER HERD. ke alfmere

SECURING OUR FUTURE. and animal health workers
@ Every vaccination helps protect our for your continued
livestock, our livelihoods, and our

. commitment.
food security.

SOURCES
S‘tay ‘ufigilant. Stay informed. Stay protected_ « Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development (DALRRD)

+ Onderstepoort Biological Products (OBP)
Tclgether, we keep Foot and Mouth « State Veterinary Services (Provincial Reparts)

Disease out. « National Animal ldentification and Traceability System (MAITIS)

Data accurate as of 31 May 2026



BKB Livestock: Connecting
South African Farmers to the

Market

From weekly commercial
sales to elite genetics

and digital auctions, BKB
remains a significant link
between South Africa’s
livestock producers and
buyers.

For livestock farmers, an auction

is far more than the moment when
the auctioneer’s hammer falls. It

is where months — sometimes
generations — of breeding, feeding,
selection and management finally
meet the market.

BKB Livestock & Auctioneering
has built a substantial footprint in
this space, providing farmers with
access to commercial, production,
stud, national and digital livestock
auctions across South Africa.

According to BKB, its livestock
division currently operates through
11 branch offices and 57 fixed
auction points nationwide, hosting
an average of approximately five
auctions per day. The company
reports that livestock worth around
R2.6 billion is sold through its
auctions annually.

That scale matters because
livestock marketing ultimately
depends on bringing enough buyers
and sellers together to establish
competitive price discovery.

FARMhere
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From commercial stock to
elite genetics

BKB'’s auction calendar
demonstrates just how diverse the
South African livestock market has
become.

The company’s services range
from fixed-point auctions and
liaison transactions to on-farm
production sales and specialised
stud auctions.

During 2026, its programme

has included major breed and
production sales involving cattle
and sheep genetics.

The National Merino Auction at
Graaff-Reinet in July, for example,
offered 46 Merino rams from
several established breeders. The
National Landskaap Auction in
Bloemfontein offered 50 stud rams
and 50 stud ewes, with specific
reproductive and health testing
incorporated into preparations for
the sale.

Cattle sales can operate on an
even larger scale. BKB's Standerton

online auction held in May 2026
advertised 2,380 weaner calves
representing Beefmaster, Bovelder,
Drakensberger, Bonsmara, Brangus
and crossbred genetics, in addition
to sheep and cows.

56



These auctions demonstrate an
important principle: a livestock
auction is not simply somewhere
to dispose of animals. Properly
used, it becomes part of a farmer’s
marketing strategy.

The auction is becoming
digital

Technology has also changed the
traditional auction ring.

BKB increasingly combines
physical auctions with digital
participation, while some sales
are conducted as digital auctions.
Several 2026 BKB auctions have
incorporated the SwiftVee online
platform.

For farmers, this potentially widens
the buyer pool beyond those
physically standing beside the
auction ring. Buyers can assess
catalogues and participate remotely,
while sellers gain exposure to
prospective buyers from a much
wider geographical area.

The traditional auction atmosphere
has therefore not disappeared — it
has gained a digital extension.

Biosecurity can no longer
be an afterthought

Perhaps the most important
change affecting South African
livestock marketing is the
increased emphasis on animal
health and biosecurity.

BKB states that its fixed auction
facilities have undergone structural
adaptations supporting biosecurity.
Measures include vehicle and
personnel sanitisation, animal
inspection points, separation of
hygienic and contaminated zones
and quarantine pens.

The importance of disease
management is also visible

in individual 2026 auction
requirements. Several BKB
Bovelder sales specifically stated
that animals or entire herds had
been vaccinated against foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD).

This is becoming part of the
commercial reality of livestock
farming. Health records,
vaccination programmes,
identification, traceability and
compliance can influence whether
animals can move and ultimately
whether they can be marketed.

Preparation starts before
auction day

Farmers wanting the strongest
possible result should therefore
prepare well before loading animals
onto a truck.

Animals should be correctly
identified, grouped into
commercially sensible lots and
accompanied by the required
documentation. Breeding animals
need accurate performance,
fertility, pedigree and health

=
E
.-
=

information where applicable.

Presentation matters too. Buyers
are evaluating uniformity, condition,
structural soundness, genetics and
future production potential.

Ultimately, BKB’s extensive auction
network illustrates how livestock
marketing is evolving.

The auction ring remains one of
agriculture’s oldest marketplaces,
but today’s successful sale
increasingly combines good
livestock, professional marketing,
digital reach, accurate information
and strict biosecurity.

For South African farmers,
producing the animal is only the
first half of the job.

Marketing it correctly is where
production becomes income.

Sources

1. The principal source is BKB Livestock
& Auctioneering, which reports 11
branch offices, 57 fixed auction points,
approximately five auctions daily and
R2.6 billion in animals sold annually,
as well as BKB's stated biosecurity
measures.

2. The current BKB Livestock Auctions
calendar provides the company’s 2026
auction programme. Specific examples
were checked against BKB's National
Merino Auction, National Landskaap
Auction, Standerton online auction,
Mandy Farming production sale, Deale
Bovelders sale and other 2026 BKB

listings.

KAH/PMO024E/2023/1

Product name: Trinex Plus 19,5 % Registration number: G3814 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Each 1 m¢ contains: Levamizole 7,5 % my/v, Triclabendazole 12,0 % m/v Export countries: Botswana - BV2100461/A ; Namibia - V14/18.1.8/1244 Product name: Levoxy 5,9 % Registration number: G4148 Act 36/1947

(South Africa). Each 1 m¢ contains: Levamizole hydrochloride 2,5 % m/v, Oxyclozanide 3,4 % m/v Product name: Ovi Dose 3 Registration number: G3916 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: Ivermectin 0,2 % m/v, Triclabendazole 10,0 % m/v, Levamisole 8,0 % m/v Export Countries: Namibia - V13/18.1.8/1188

Product name: Ovi Dose 4 Registration number: G4041 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: Praziquantel 2,50 % m/v, Levamisole 4,00 % m/v, Closantel 3,75 % m/v, Ivermectin 0,10 % m/v, Sodium selenite 0,11 % m/v, As Selenium base 0,97 mg / m¢, Cobalt chloride 0,10 % m/v, As Cobalt base 0,70 mg / m¢

Export Countries: Namibia - \/14/18.1.8/1247 Product name: Ivermax + Fluke Registration number: G4224 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: lvermectin 1 % m/v, Clorsulon 10 % m/v Product name: Endoject + Fluke Registration number: G3648 Act 36/1947 (South Africa). Composition: Closantel 7,5 % m/v
istration holder: Kyron Animal Health (Pty) Ltd, Co. Reg. No. 2004/021847/07, Unit 45C, 45 Parkview Street, Highway Business Park, Rooihuiskraal Ext. 31, Centurion, 0157, South Africa.
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LIVESTOCK POPULATION
IN SOUTH AFRICA (AUGUST 2025)
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Tneresting

MEAT. MILK. LIVELIHOODS.

FACT

ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA'S
LIVESTOCK

Diverse animals. Stmnger communities. -:_|' e ;
A food-secure future. | /54

South Africa has about

- Sheep 590,000 km? of land
" a0 21.224 million used for extensive
(53.4%) livestock farming.
;;é
| Cattle Our livestock are
12.115 million adapted to tough
il (30.5%) ﬁun:ii{itions. fn:am the
million ExELE 4 ry Karoo to the green
head in total {:‘ﬂ g.??;smitliun pastures of the Highveld.
L123%) Cattle, sheep and goats
H‘h Pigs play a vital role in using
1.315 million South Africa’s vast
(3.3%) grasslands.
For every 100 head of these livestock animals in South Africa, . .
there are roughly 53 sheep : 30 cattle : 13 goats : 3 pies. #;f:tt%‘;t%%\gd_e
Source: Department of Agriculture, August 2025. they bring nutrition,
e livelihoods, heritage
and hope.

J They provide high-yuality protein
for our nation.
J They support hundreds of thousands
of jobs.
They help
J They make use of lan
be cropped.

g tronger
Th contribute 10 @ s T,
more food-secure gguth Africa. !

sustain rural communities.
d that cannot

of our agricultural heritage.

ADAPTED. RESILIENT. RELIABLE. HARDY. VERSATILE. VALUABLE.

HEALTHY LIVESTOCK

PRODUCTIVE FARMS MMUNITIES

DID YOU KNow? M

b
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A STRONGER TOMORROW

FARMERS
FEED NATIONS
BUILD
COMMUNITIES
SHAPE
TOMORROW

LIVESTOCK BY
ECONOMIC VALUE
(ANIMAL SALES - 2024)

Although sheep are the most numerous,
caftle contribute the highest value in
animal production in South Africa.

w chickens (poutry) IO 22.6%
oy see [ 10.6%
ay vl se%
4. Other animals

" (goats, etc) 4.2%

Source: Stats SA, Agricultural Industry, 2024.

SUPPORT OUR FARMERS

Support local. Strengthen
rural communities,

INVEST IN SUSTAINABLE FARMING

Healthy livestock. Healthy land.
A brighter future,

VALUE OUR LIVESTOCK SECTOR
From food security to economic
growth — livestock count.

TOGETHER FOR SOUTH AFRICA
Farmers. Communities. Consumers.
A stronger tomorrow.

EFFICIENCY. NUTRITION. OPPORTUMNITY.

"~ POULTRY
FOOD. JOBS. GROWTH.

A STRONGER SOUTH AFRICA




Algar Clamp and Weigh

* The Clamp and Weigh crate is ideal for quickly and
efficiently working with your animals. You can securely
clamp your sheep to get an accurate weight, and inject or
doses your animals safely and saves you labour

= The crate helps maintain the flow of animals by not
having sliding gates that interrupt the animals'
movement.
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34STE PRODUKSIEVEILING

AG '\ 10 SEPTEMBER 2026

| BONSMARA DAGBOEK DIE DATUM

B Arthur de Villiers & Seun
Arthur de Vil Vrydag 21 Augustus 2026 - Boeredag

GRATIS VERVOER-400km radius LEWENDIG EN AANLYR
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%2 Ram Veiling

PREISS
& KOCK

MERINO STOET

115 JAAR VAN
GENETIESE UITNEMENDHEID

2 LAMMERS
PER JAAR.
‘N RAM GEE JUU Py |

DIS DIE EENVOUDIGSTE REKENKUNDE IN DIE SKAAPBOERDERY,
EN DIS OOK WAAROM DIE RAM WAT JY KOOP OF DIE DUURSTE

OF DIE GOEDKOOPSTE BESLUIT VAN JOU HELE SEISOEN IS.
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Bemarker: Wouter Mentz - 082 944 0217
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Bemarkers: |G Swiegers - 082 821 5797 | Awie Burger - 083 272 0870
Stoet- & Spesiale Veilings: Ramona de Bruin - 083 319 8626
Joe Scholtz (Savanna Klub): 082 324 9600 | Afslaer: Koos Coetzee - 079 945 4355

(® 0539273871 () info@nkih.co.za () Industria Str 6, Vryburg, 8600
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Auction results

TRANSVELD
MEATMASTER KLUB

A uunm PERFORUANEE PROTIT

b
== i ] 1001 Fire & Wine | Pratorla

VEILINGSRESULTATE

MEATMASTER 001  37,00000 7] 8000.00 526571 _3,500.00)
MEATMASTER 0O & LAM  275,000.00 35| 17,000.00] _7,857.14] _4,000.00)
MEATMASTER 00T DRAGTIG 120,000.00 22| 10,000.00] 545455 _3,000.00)
MEATMASTER OOTAANGETEKEN | 10550000 _ 8] 45,000.00] 13,187.50 _4,500.00
MEATMASTER 00T AANGETEKEN 3 TN 1 108,000 3] 65,000.00] 36,000.00] 7,000.00)
MEATMASTER OOI AANGETEKENAINT | 26,000.00] 1| 26,000.00] 26,000.00_26,000.00
MEATMASTER OOT AANGETEKENDRAGTIG | 561,500.00] 36| 80,000.00] 15,597.22 _4,500.00
WETAMASTER GOT AANGETEKEN MET LAM | 431.500.00] 30| 40,000.00]14,383.33]5,000.00
MEATMASTERRAM | 30,00000] 2| 20,000.00] 15,000.00 10,000.00
MEATMASTER RAMAANGETEKEN | 410,000.00] 16| 50,000.00] 25,625.0012,000.00
MEATMASTER OOTKOMMERSIEEL | 700000 2| 4,000.00] _3,500.00 _3,000.00
MEATMASTER OOT & LAM KOMMERSTFEL | 26,750.00] 6] 6,250.00] 4,458.33 _3,250.00
WERTHASTER OOTSIN IKOMMERSIEEL | s00000] 1| 4,000.00] _4000.00] _8,000.00
TER OO KOMMERSIEEL DRAGTIG  33,75000 6| 7,500.00 3,2958.33] 3,000.00)
WEATMASTER OOT KOMMERSIEEL DRAGTTG ARNGETEREN | #'500.00] 3] 5,000.00] 4.250.00]3.500.00
MEATMASTER 0OT3 TN 1 KOMMERSIEEL AANGETEKEN | 5,500.00] 1] 5,500.00] _5,500.00 _5,500.00
TotAaAL 00000 | 2,180,000.00] 178

AANON | G54,75000 | 30%)

ReGisRASIES | i3]

vioem )

AN g

Corné du Plessis | 076 1019996 PW van Heerden | 083 627 4133 (Marketing & Transport)
Marlise | 065 716 4689 (Qnline) Jim Makgae 073 735 9195 (Marketing)

ONLINE CONDITIONS:
':’| W S0 aLeor carymiadon ol AUCTIONEERING
rlﬁm'ﬁmmdrrnlirl‘umuhn hutps: /bid cdpauctioneers oo zaf S ERVICH




Did you know?

%e® OFPORK 17-23 August 2026

Pork market update Week 34
17-23 Augusk 2026

WEEKLY PRICE CHANGE

A

GV | sex 2?‘32[/ -0,4%
k\ + R209,30/t ﬁ -R0,12/kg

YELLOW MAIZE PRICE* PRODUCER PRICE*

R3 707 per tonne R28|32 perkg

* JSE EDM SPOT PRICE: #ABATTOIR PURCHASE PRICE (EXCL. SOWS)

The spol price reflers Lo the dosing price of the The aballoin purchase price reflers Lo Uhe price paid Lo
current contract month For the vellow maize producers, per kg. Prices are hased an the chilled rarcass mass,
instrument, as traded on the Johannesburg Stock including the fifth quarter. Prices exclude value added tax
Exchange (JSE) Equity Derivatives Market (EDM]). (VAT), transportation, and commission, Data sourced krom the

Data sourced from Agribase. Red Meat Abattoir Association.

G“
sappo
B e T ™
Decreased producer prices and increased yeIIow maize prices
during week 34
During week 34 of 2026, the pork producer price averaged R28,32/kg, 0,4% lower
than the previous week. The yellow maize price averaged R3 707/t, 6% higher than

the previous week. Producer prices in relation to yellow maize prices averaged 7,7,
5,7% lower than the previous week.

Download report

S, W
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https://sappo.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=772f0d2904082138f168b464e&id=3fc593d52e&e=e02c5e1ba5

FARM KITCHI

TRADITIONAL RECIPES = REAL INGREDIENTS = FARM LIFE

Traditional ™ 4
South African § -_/’
Lamb Potjie &

low—cooked, heart
Smfd made for 5&4{?54‘7

Few meals capture South African farm
hospitality quite like a potjie simmering
over the coals. As spring arrives and families
gather after a long day on the farm, this
traditional lamb potjie brings together
tender meat, vegetables and rich,
slow-cooked flavours, £ '

HI RVES PREPARATION COOKING TIME 3 T
- i i 40
25 minutes +2%: - 3 hours X iy
o Py

INGREDIENTS METHOD

2tsp  ground coriander

1tsp  paprika

2 bay leaves

1 sprig  fresh rosemary

Salt and freshly ground black pepper
1ths  brown sugar

2tbs chutney

S’M,Ek - ;mrj fler= o

Replace the lid and simmer for another 60-90 minutes,
or until the lamb is fall-apart tender and the vegetables
are cooked through.

Taste and adjust the seasoning before serving.

2kg lamb knuckles, neck or o Prepare a medium fire and heat the potjie over the coals. FARM KITCHEN
stewing lamb Add the oil and hrown the lamb well in hatches. Remove 1 TIP
2 the cooking oil and set aside. \ o A
2 large onions, roughly chopped e Fry the onions until golden, then add the garlic, coriander i {_ f’
3 garlic cloves, crushed and paprika. Return the lamb to the pot. 7}'15 secreé o
4 large potatoes, peeled and quartered
4 m-,-gmaoﬂn imr?rhirk piPt'jq e Add the tomatoes, tomato paste, Worcestershire sauce, a ﬂ‘!Emafa €
g : chutney, brown sugar, rosemary and bay leaves. Pour in J _;'n IL
'} . L ’ o
2:0¢g grf?'f_‘fl bea,nb y the wine and stock. OIL fd
2-3  mielies, sliced into rounds
25 g button mushrooms o Cover and allow to simmer gently for approximately
2 tomatoes, chopped 1% hours. A potjie should cook slowly — avoid excessive heat.
2ths  tomaro paste
oy e Il;rnb N o Layer the potatoes, carrots and mielies over the meat. ' madf a" ive
BEimll - diy el i .ar il o) et 2 Add the beans and mushrooms towards the end. c g:fﬂcfr an ?
E y Do not stir the potjie atter layering the vegetables. t’ m,,f;
2tbs  Worcestershire sauce ﬁrs f av

{ar"



MARKE ] UPDATE 7SEPTEMBER 2026, 8 g

Reliable figures. Smarter decisions.
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KNOW
TODAY.
GROW
TOMORROW.

f rf""'?
s

CATTLE SHEEP GOATS PORK

(R/kg live weight) (R/kg live weight) (R/kg live weight) (R/kg)
A2/3 R67.40 4 +080 || A23 R109.20 4 +140 || ClassA R48.60 4 090 | | Porkers R39.20 ¥ -0.30
B2/3 R63.10 4 +0.70 || B2/3 R84.60 4 +1.20 Kids <30kg R 62.30 4 +150 | | Baconers R38.40 ¥ -0.40
C2/3 R60.20 4 +0.60 || C2/3 R80.10 4 +0.80 | | Kids 30-40kg R 57.10 4 +1.20 h?:;] :;;;1 | R3610 # 020
ggg‘gﬂc:;: R50.80 4 +0.90 || Storelamb R55.90 4 +1.10 | Kids>40kg R 3420 4 +0.70

f
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(R/kg)
Broilers (live) R37.10 4 +0.40
Layers (live) R4530 4 +0.60
IQF (frozen) R38.90 4 +0.30

L

GRAINS |
(R/ton)
White maize R3360 ¢ 40
Yellow maize R3420 ¥ -30
Soybeans R6880 4 +60
Sunflower R8750 4 +70
Wheat R6070 ¥ -20

CURRENCY
(R per unit)
R/ US$ R1867 & -0.06
RI€ R1992 & -011
R/E R2341 ¥ -008

Prices change regularly.
Use this as a guide for planning.

‘d LAl "i
AS AT 7 SEPTEMBER 2026 Get the latest market trends at

L

amtrends.co.za

SETTING THE TREND
IN AGRICULTURAL
MARKETS

SOURCES: AMT (www.amtrends.co.za) | RPO (www.rpo.co.za) | SAFEX (www.jse.co.za) | Red Meat Abattoir Association (RMAA) |
Suid-Afrikaanse Vieisbedrylindustrie (5AVI) | Department of Agriculture | Exchange Rates: Suuth African Reserve Bank (SARB)

FARMhere

Figures are national
averages and may vary
by region and quality.
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™ A BRIGHTER

AGRICULTURE FOR TOMORROW TOMORROW

A PRAYER sy
FOR FARMERS f"wm”

Heavenly Father, '['0 mﬂr row

We lift up every farmer to You today. Thank You for

the calling You haxfe placed on I{heir lives, to wo.r-k the land, AM,,C;F;EF;SHS'A;EN
care for Your creation and provide food for families, A PURPOSE
communities and nations.

Grant them wisdom for every decision, strength for the
physical and emotional demands, and patience in seasons

of waiting. Bless the soil, the seeds, the livestock and the crops.
Send the right rain in the right measure, and protection from
drought, storms, pests and disease.

Surround farmers with safety, good health and resilient
families. Give them peace in uncertain times and hope
for the seasons ahead. Provide for their needs, open
favour in the marketplace, and place supportive

people alongside them.

May their work bear fruit, not only in harvests,
but in lives, communities and a better tomorrow.

We pray all of this in the mighty name of Jesus.

} “The land yields its harvest;

God, our God, blesses us.”
- et y r
. To- = .}‘-:- ! ‘} ' o
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